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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

A MINIMUM OF 24 CREDITS IS REQUIRED TO GRADUATE 

 
SUBJECT CREDITS 

Communication Arts 4 

Mathematics 4 

Science 3 

Social Studies 3 

World Language 2 

Wellness 2 

Art or Music 0.5 

Elective 5.5 

TOTAL 24 

 
PROMOTION STANDARDS 

 

GRADE CREDITS REQUIRED TO PROMOTE 

10TH 5 credits 

11TH 11 credits 

12TH 18 credits 

GRADUATION 24 credits 

 

*World language is not required for students in the Technical and Business SLC if they complete their lab sequence. 

Specific requirements may be waived, on a case-by-case basis, by a committee of administrators. World Language 

is required by most colleges. 

**MIT students can earn one art credit by passing EN101. 

**MSC students can earn one art credit by passing MC460 or MC470. 
 

GPA AND HONOR ROLL 

 

High school class rank and grade point average (GPA) will be based on courses completed. Weighted courses 

carry an additional value that will affect class rank and GPA. 

 

Weighted courses include all honors, AP, IB, and college (dual enrollment) courses. Only grades C or better (73% 

or above) will be weighted. Quality points and weighted quality points will be calculated automatically by the school 

district’s student information system, according to the course, and put on transcripts. Weighted courses are marked 

with a (w) next to their allotted number of credits in this guide. 

 

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION 

 

High Honor Roll 

GPA of 3.67 to 5.0 

No failures in any 

course 

 

Honor Roll 

GPA of 3.0 to3.6 

No failures in any 

course 

 

KEYSTONE EXAMS 

 

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments mandated by the Pennsylvania State Department of Education 

designed to assess student proficiency in three subjects: Algebra I, Literature and Biology. More information about 

the Keystone Exams can be obtained at: http://www.pdesas.org/module/assessment/pages/Keystone/ or the high 

school main offices. 

http://www.pdesas.org/module/assessment/pages/Keystone/
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COURSE SELECTION GUIDELINES AND CONDITIONS 

Each student must complete a selection sheet for the next academic year provided by the SLC counselor. A copy of 

the course selection sheet is at the end of this document. Students who do not submit a selection sheet by the deadline 

will be scheduled into courses by their guidance counselors. 

 

Conditions: Completion and approval of the student course selection sheet does not guarantee that the student will 

receive the selected courses. Scheduling restrictions and guidelines for minimum class enrollment are factors that 

will determine whether or not a course will be offered. Considerations when selecting courses: 

 

 A student may repeat a course previously passed. Credit will be awarded only once and will be awarded 

for the higher of the two grades earned in the course. 

 Upper-level courses (Honors, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaureate) can be selected for 

the upcoming school year if a student has obtained the endorsement of the instructor of the current course 

before registering. The factors that the instructor will use in determining whether to endorse your course 

request will include, but are not limited to achievement and diagnostic test results (Keystones, CDTs, etc.) 

 Classroom performance including attendance, quality of work, completion of work, grade average. 

 A Pass/No-Pass program is offered to motivate and encourage students to take challenging courses that 

they might otherwise avoid because of concern about the amount of work required in the course or earning 

a low grade. This program will enable students to earn a credit in a subject that interests them. The student 

should see his/her counselor before the end of the first marking period to process the request for the 

Pass/No-Pass option. Only one Pass/No-Pass course is allowed per semester. Pass/No-Pass courses will 

not be calculated in the GPA. A Pass/No-Pass grade cannot be applied to any of the campus’s Career and 

Technical Education programs as determined by the reporting mandates that govern these programs. 

 All McCaskey High School Campus graduates are granted the same diploma regardless of the courses 

taken. 

 The second Friday in August is the deadline to request SLC changes for the school year. 

 The last school day in September is the deadline to request course changes for the school year. 

McCaskey operates on the principle of “no drops” unless changes are deemed necessary by the 

administration or if students need schedule changes because they have successfully completed a course in 

summer school. 

 Administrators may change student schedules throughout the school year as necessary to provide additional 

instruction, intervention, and assistance to students in need. 

 Students are encouraged to make up failed communication arts or mathematics course during summer 

school, so that they can progress to the next level the following year. 

 As a junior or senior, a student may take no more than two periods a day of fitness/wellness courses. 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

Campus Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

Community Involvement 

Dual Enrollment Program 

Gifted Support Program 

Independent Study 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Lancaster County Career & Technology Centers 

(CTC) 

Lancaster Partnership Program 

Newcomer Program 

SOARS Program 

Special Education 

Teen Parent Program (TPP/ELECT) 

Tutoring Program 

Work Study 

 

 

 

 
 

  Advanced Placement (AP)/Honors 
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McCaskey High School offers Advanced Placement (AP) courses that prepare students for the AP Examinations and 

the rigors of college. AP courses give students the opportunity to receive college credit and the chance to earn the AP 

Scholar’s Award and/or the AP Diploma. AP courses are taught with a college curriculum using college materials. 

These courses support the development of critical thinking skills necessary for college. The appearance of the nationally 

recognized AP course designation on the high school transcript informs university admissions officials that the student 

has taken one of the most challenging courses available. 

 

HONORS COURSES are college preparatory courses that provide rigorous, in-depth study through independent 

interpretation, application, analysis and synthesis of course concepts, content and standards. Both in-class instruction 

and outside assignments focus on self-directed learning through activities and assessments that emphasize written and 

oral-communication. 

 

AP Requirements: Advanced Placement courses are open to all juniors and seniors. Students taking honors-level 

classes may take certain AP courses starting in Grade 10. 

Students who take the test must: 

 attend class at least 85 percent of the time 

 submit at least 90 percent of required class work 

 maintain a B or higher academic average 

 show serious initiative in all aspects of the class 

 

For detailed descriptions of the courses and prerequisites check under departments offerings listed in this guide. 

 

  Career and Technical Education (CTE) Program  

 
The Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs of Study offered at McCaskey High School Campus prepare 

students for college and/or entry-level positions in the workforce within their chosen field of interest. Students who 

enroll in a CTE program complete workforce development training, acquire college credits, earn industry certifications, 

and participate in work-based learning opportunities. Therefore, students’ future career goals and post-graduation plans 

should align with their chosen CTE program. 

 

Placement Guidelines 

The McCaskey High School Campus promotes an open placement policy for CTE programs. Enrollment in each 

program is limited by the number of seats available. For those programs that have limited annual openings, students 

are considered for placement based on the eligibility criteria listed below. This placement criterion helps to predict a 

student’s ability to succeed in a CTE program. Preference is given to students who are most likely to successfully 

complete their program of choice. 

A student is considered a completer of a CTE program when the student has: 

 Completed all secondary-level competencies necessary to achieve his/her career objective (or met appropriate 

related IEP objectives), 

 Completed a PDE-approved occupational end-of-program assessment (NOCTI) for the student’s reported 

program CIP (or completed a program that has an assessment waiver), AND 

 Attained a high school diploma or equivalent. 

NOTE:  Completer is competency based. 

Career and Technical Education Competency Assessment 
The National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) student assessments are job readiness exams that 

measure the skills of an entry-level worker or an individual who has completed coursework in a secondary or post- 

secondary career and technical program. NOCTI assessments allow students to demonstrate their knowledge, skills 

and abilities within their chosen occupational program. Student assessments are developed using business and industry 

standards and include multiple choice and performance components. 

NOCTI assessments are designed to measure a student’s knowledge of basic processes, including the identification and 

use of terminology and tools. 
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 Measure curriculum effectiveness 

 Link the world of education with the world of work 

 Improve instructional methods 

 Enhance the transition between school and work 

Students are expected to demonstrate their knowledge at the competent or advanced level. Those who demonstrate 

their knowledge at the advanced level receive a Pennsylvania Skills Certification, which recognizes career and technical 

education students who have achieved high skills in their chosen technical area. All students who have successfully 

completed 50% of their program hours are required to take the NOCTI exam during their graduation year. 

SOAR (Students Occupationally & Academically Ready) 
S.O.A.R. programs of study incorporate secondary and postsecondary education elements to ensure relevant career 

and technical content. Supports high demand careers. 

Benefits of SOAR: 

 Save money on college tuition 

 Save time by shortening college attendance 

 Get on the right career pathway 

 Enter the job market well prepared 

 Get a consistent education 

How do you earn free college credits? 

 Earn a high school diploma, with a minimum 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale in the technical core courses 

 Complete the approved PDE Program of Study 

 Achieve proficiency on all Program of Study Competency Tasks 

 Achieve competent or advanced level on the end of course NOCTI exam 

To view a complete list of programs please visit: http://www.education.state.pa.us/programsofstudy 

CTE Program Selection Criteria 
All prospective students’ CTE course selection forms are reviewed until a career and technical education program is 

at enrollment capacity. Students who are unable to enter a program, based on the following criteria, will be given the 

opportunity to enter their second or third choice program utilizing the same method. Should all program choices be 

filled, a waiting list will be kept by the guidance department in ranked order. 

 

Criteria Point 

Value 

Grade Level 10 

Attendance 10 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 10 

Discipline 10 

 

Grade Level: 

Program selection includes grade level status. Two-year programs must be completed in a student’s Junior and Senior 

years. Three-year programs must be completed in their Sophomore, Junior and Senior years. Placement priority is 

given to those students who can reasonably expect to reach completer status. Example: A student receives 10 points if 

he/she is able to complete the program and 100% of the required competencies within the planned course sequence. 

Attendance: 

To meet the required hours of participation and complete the competencies necessary to achieve completer status in 

certain programs, a student’s attendance record is considered in the placement process. All absences and their reasons 

are considered when reviewing admittance for these programs. Lengthy illnesses in excess of three days and 

documented by a physician’s excuse are not included in the applicant’s attendance record review. Example: A student 

with a 93% attendance rate receives 9.3 points. 

Grade Point Average (GPA): 

The student’s GPA is allocated a percentage value based on the 4.0 scale. Example: A 4.0 GPA will be given 10 points. 

A GPA of 3.5 points will be allocated a value of 8.75 points. 

Discipline: 

http://www.education.state.pa.us/programsofstudy
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The student’s discipline record will be considered for major incidents for which they received consequences of out-of- 

school suspension (OSS). Each incident resulting in an OSS will result in a loss of 2 points. Example: A student’s 

high school discipline record that indicates two incidents of OSS will receive a score of 6 from a total of 10 possible 

points. 

 

Selection Process 
All applicants are ranked. The highest-ranking applicants are selected until all vacancies are filled. If vacancies remain 

for a program, applicants for a second-choice program are ranked and selected. Students who are not selected for their 

first or second choice will discuss options with their guidance counselor about programs that still have vacancies. 

Whenever a selected student cannot fulfill his/her obligation to enroll in a career and technical education program, the 

highest-ranking applicant on the waiting list is selected. 

Students who enter McCaskey Campus after the course selection process has occurred are given equal consideration 

provided there are seats available in the career and technical education programs. 

 

The program placement guidelines are posted on the School District’s website (www.lancaster.k12.pa.us) and are 

available for review in the Guidance Counselors’ offices. Upon request, translation and reader services are available 

for students with limited English or reading proficiency. Questions regarding the placement process should be referred 

to the Coordinator of Career and Technology Education, McCaskey High School Campus, 445 N. Reservoir Street, 

Lancaster, PA 17602 or 717-291-6211. 

 

CTE Programs with State Certification/Licensure Eligibility 
At the successful completion of certain CTE programs, such as Cosmetology, Health Careers, and Early Childhood, 

students may be eligible to apply for state or national certification/licensure. All students must meet applicable testing 

eligibility requirements, which may require disclosure of Criminal/Disciplinary History, including a background check. 

Applicants may be asked (but not limited to): 

 Have you been convicted (found guilty, pled guilty or pled nolo contendere), received probation without 

verdict or accelerated rehabilitative disposition (ARD), as to any criminal charges, felony or misdemeanor, 

including any drug law violations? Note: You are not required to disclose any ARD or other criminal matter 

that has been expunged by order of a court. 

 Do you currently have any criminal charges pending and unresolved in any state or jurisdiction? 

 

Additionally, certain professions, such as those who have direct contact/responsibility for children and those in the 

health care field, will be required to obtain clearances which may include the following: 

 Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance; 

 Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Check; and 

 Federal Bureau of Investigation Criminal Background Check. 

Student Appeals Process 
The McCaskey Campus High School shall attempt to place students in their first or second choice of career technical 

education programming. If a student or the parent/guardian believes the student was not placed appropriately, he/she 

may appeal the decision to the assistant principal overseeing the program of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Community Involvement  

 

Community Involvement is a non-paid, co-op arrangement between the high school and a cooperating agency or 

business. The co-op experience blends high school instruction with on-the-job training. The student’s school day will 
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be comprised of time spent in classes at school and doing volunteer work in the community. Students may earn up to 

three credits for these courses. 
 

Community Involvement (CI400) ............................................................................................. .................... 1.0 credit 

 

Community Involvement (Semester 1) (CI401)  ................................................................................. ......... 0.5 credit 

 

Community Involvement (Semester 2) (CI402)  .......................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

 

  Dual Enrollment  
 

 

The Dual Enrollment Program enables qualified students to take college courses while in high school. School District 

of Lancaster covers the cost of one college course per semester for any qualifying student through dual enrollment. 

School District of Lancaster is the only district in Lancaster County that offers this unique benefit. School District of 

Lancaster also covers the entire cost for qualifying McCaskey students to participate in a full day of college classes at 

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology their senior year. Dual enrollment is a great opportunity to see if college is 

a good fit or to begin earning credits before high school graduation. Credits are given at both the high school and at 

the college for successfully completing college courses.  Students should see their counselors early in the year to 

apply. All dual enrollment courses are weighted courses (see page 3). For more information and applications, please 

contact your School Counselor. 

Requirements: 

 SDOL completed application (includes teacher and high school administration approval) 

 Students should have a 2.5 GPA or higher. Students with a lower GPA may be able to participate but require 

special approval from McCaskey Campus administration. 

 College application 

 Some colleges may have additional requirements 

 

FULL-DAY PROGRAMS 

 

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology (TSCT): 

Students have the opportunity to simultaneously complete the first year of an Associate Degree and McCaskey 

graduation requirements.  Successful students will graduate with their McCaskey class in June.  During the senior 

year, students may choose one of the following Applied Science (AAS) Degree Programs at TSCT.  Entrance tests 

are required, and cover grammar, reading comprehension, and basic mathematics. For some majors, an algebra-based 

test in required. 
 

Majors Requiring Basic Math Majors Requiring Algebra II or Pre-Calc 

Cabinetmaking and Wood Technology 

Carpentry 

Collision Repair 

Electrical Construction and Maintenance 

Graphic Communications & Printing Technology 

Heating, Ventilation, & Air Conditioning 

Masonry Construction Technology 

Metalcasting Technology and Manufacturing 

Management 

Plumbing 

Residential Remodeling Technology 

Architectural Technology 

Automotive Technology 

Business Administration 

Electrical Technology 

Electro-Mechanical Technology 

Electronics Technology 

Engineering CAD Technology 

Computer and Network Systems Administration 

Computer Integrated Machining 

Computer Software Engineering 

Mechanical Engineering Technology 

Metals Fabrication and Welding 

Water and Environmental Technology 

PART-DAY PROGRAMS 
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Eastern Mennonite University-Lancaster Campus: Students may take college courses, choosing from the complete 

list of freshman classes. Students must be 11th grade or higher with a history of some academically challenging courses 

within the high school (AP/IB). Courses are available in an online format. 

Elizabethtown College: Students may take college courses, choosing from the complete list of freshman classes. 

Students must be in 10th grade or higher and have a letter of recommendation. 

Harrisburg Area Community College- Lancaster Campus (HACC): Students may take college courses at the 

HACC Lancaster campus in the afternoon, evening or Saturday. Courses are also available in an online format. 

Harrisburg University of Science and Technology: Students may take courses in an online format. Students must 

have a 2.75 GPA or higher. 

Millersville University: Students may take college courses, choosing from the complete list of freshman classes. 

Minimum of 1060 on the SAT and 3.0 GPA required. 

Pennsylvania College of Art & Design: Students may take college courses that are not also offered at Millersville or 

Harrisburg Area Community College. 

Pennsylvania College of Health Sciences: Students may take college courses that are not offered at Millersville or 

Harrisburg Area Community College. 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT AT MCCASKEY CAMPUS 
 

SUMMER DUAL ENROLLMENT 

McCaskey allows students to enroll in dual enrollment courses during the summer months. McCaskey Campus hosts 

a Harrisburg Area Community College course, English 101, during the summer months that is available for students. 

 

DUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES 

McCaskey Campus partners with two local colleges to offer no cost college credit to students enrolled in select AP 

and IB courses at McCaskey. The process is simple. Students complete a short enrollment application with the 

college and then complete their course as usual. Upon high school graduation, students can request a transcript from 

the college to be sent to their school of choice. This entire opportunity is completely free. Many of the college credits 

transfer to Pennsylvania institutions. You can find information about some of the institutions of transfer at 

www.pacollegetransfer.com. Courses that currently qualify for this program include: 

 

McCaskey Course Partner College Aligned College Course 

IB Biology (HL) Thaddeus Stevens College of 

Technology 

BIO 210: General Biology I 

AP Calculus AB Thaddeus Stevens College of 

Technology 

MATH 213: Calculus 

IB Chemistry (HL) Thaddeus Stevens College of 

Technology 

CHEM 110: General Chemistry I 

AP Computer Science Principles Harrisburg University of 

Science and Technology 

CISC 120: Fundamentals of Computing 

AP Language and Composition Thaddeus Stevens College of 

Technology 

ENG 106: English Composition I 

IB History of the Americas (HL) Thaddeus Stevens College of 

Technology 

HIST 106: American History I 

http://www.pacollegetransfer.com/
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  Gifted Support  
 

Gifted Support Program provides academic services for identified gifted students. Those students formally identified 

as being academically gifted and in need of specially designed instruction are eligible for enrichment and/or 

acceleration. How the specially designed instruction is delivered is determined in the annual Gifted Individualized 

Education Program (GIEP) meeting. These services are available for students who have demonstrated outstanding 

academic achievement, as indicated by standardized test scores, grades, and/or classroom teacher recommendation. 

Enrichment coordinators and school counselors, with the support of parents, help students select appropriate classes to 

meet their specific academic needs. Students and/or their parents can contact the Enrichment Coordinators or guidance 

counselors if they have questions about their student’s gifted services. School counselors, with the support of parents, 

help students select appropriate classes to meet their specific academic needs. Students and/or their parents can contact 

the Enrichment Coordinators or guidance counselors if they have questions about the student’s need for additional 

challenge within their academic program. 

 

 

  Independent Study  

 

Independent Study courses are opportunities for juniors and seniors who wish to take higher level courses or to study 

a specific subject area. These options are developed with one of the content area teachers to allow for a more diverse 

experience not available in the traditional courses. Students may only apply for Independent Study if they have earned 

a “B” or higher in prior coursework in that content area. Application for this option must be approved by the 

administration before the semester that the Independent Study begins. See your guidance counselor for an application. 

 

  IB Career-related Certificate (IBCC)  
 

The IB Career-related Certificate (IBCC) increases access to an IB education and is specifically designed to provide a 

flexible learning framework tailored by the school to meet the needs of students and the local community as well as 

the world beyond. 

 

The IBCC incorporates the educational principles, vision and learner profile of the IB into a unique offering that 

specifically addresses the needs of students who wish to engage in career-related education. The IBCC encourages 

these students to benefit from elements of an IB education, through a selection of two or more Diploma Programme 

courses in addition to a unique IBCC core, comprised of an Approaches to Learning (ATL) course, a reflective 

project, language development and community and service. 

 

The following are the sequence of courses by individual Career and Technical Education programs that include 

the appropriate IB courses in order to align with the requirements of the IBCC. 

 

Complete a two-year CTE lab during Grades 11 and 12 in one of the following: 

o Accounting (in all required courses) (6 credits) 

o Admin Assistant (7 credits) 

o Building Trades and Maintenance (6 credits) 

o Drafting (6 credits) 

o Early Child Care (6 credits) 

o Electronics (6 credits) 

o Health Careers (6 credits) 

 
Complete IB323 and IB333 (IB Approaches to Learning) in 11th and 12thgrades 

One additional IB course in 11thgrade and another in 12thgrade (they do not need to be the same subject) 
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  Lancaster County Career & Technology Centers (CTC)  

 

CTC Locations: Brownstown, Mount Joy, Willow Street 

 

CTC Requirements: Students who intend to attend a Career and Technology Center (CTC) are encouraged to visit the 

CTC before applying. The student must pick up an application from the counselor and submit the application form by 

the deadline. Students should see the counselor for details. If a lab has more students requesting it than there is space, 

the students who get the opportunity to move into one of the spaces are chosen using the following: 

Eligibility: 

 Attendance (absences and tardies) 

 Credit Status (on pace to graduate on time) 

 Citizenship and Discipline Record 

 # of Failed Courses 

 Academic Rigor (# of courses passed) 

 Teacher Recommendation 

 GPA 

 

Expectations: 

 If a student misses 10 or more days at the CTC by the end of the first semester, the student will be asked to 

return to the McCaskey Campus as a full-time student. 

 The student must be on time to take the bus to the CTC and return to campus. 

Waivers for CTC McCaskey CTE Students: 

 Graduation requirements of two (2.0) credits of a world language will be waived for CTC students, if needed. 

 Graduation requirement of half (0.5) a credit of Art or Music will be waived for CTC students, if needed. 

 Grade 11: A core social studies course will be waived in Grade 11 and be called Contract Social Studies. 

 If the student passes the CTC Cluster Lab, the student will receive a grade of "P" for Contract Social Studies. 

 Grade 12: Contract Communication Arts and Contract Mathematics are given through the CTC’s programs. 

If the student passes the full-day lab, the student will receive a “P” for CA and math and earn one (1) credit 

in CA and one (1) credit in math. 

 

Note: Please refer to the Lancaster County Career and Technology Center pages at the end of this Course Selection 

Guide for detailed information about the programs. 

 

  Lancaster Partnership Program (LPP)  

 

The Lancaster Partnership program supports students enrolled in the School District of Lancaster with not only the 

incentive to finish high school but also a unique opportunity to prepare for college and get exposed to a college 

education. The Lancaster Partnership Program activities include financial aid, college applications, essays, college 

preparation workshops, mentor meetings, and field trips to Millersville. These activities are open to ALL students. 

Student who participate in The Lancaster Partnership Program that have a 2.5 Grade Point average (GPA) and choose 

to attend Millersville University are eligible to receive a scholarship that is renewable for up to 5 years. Sponsoring 

businesses provide funds to provide scholarships for students that are applied to their Millersville University tuition 

costs. The higher the grade point average, the more scholarship dollars students are eligible to receive. The student 

must fill out a FAFSA in order to receive the LPP Scholarship. Upon entering Millersville University as a freshman, 

the student’s scholarship is determined by the high school GPA and while studying at Millersville University, a 

student’s eligibility is determined at the end of each academic semester. 

 

 

 
Partnership Requirements for Scholarships 
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To determine continued scholarship assistance, there will be a review each semester of each student’s academic 

progress at Millersville University. The following will be the sliding scale for scholarship assistance: 

 

2.50 to 2.70 GPA A maximum of $1,000 Lancaster Partnership Program Scholarship Grant per semester will result 

in a maximum payout of $2,000 per year per student in this category. 

 

2.71 to 3.2 GPA A maximum $1,500 Lancaster Partnership Program Scholarship Grant per semester will result in a 

maximum payout of $3,000 per year per student in this category. 

 

3.21 to 4.0 GPA A maximum $2,500 Lancaster Partnership Scholarship Grant per semester per student in this 

category (not to exceed $5,000). 

 

  NCAA Athlete Academic-Eligibility Requirements  

 

Student-athletes interested in eventually participating in collegiate athletic team competition, especially at a Division I 

and Division II college, must meet the requirements established through the NCAA Eligibility Center. A high school 

diploma alone is not sufficient to permit a student to participate in college athletics. Student-Athletes should meet with 

their counselor to register with the NCAA Eligibility Center at the end of their freshman year. 

The following information has been excerpted from the NCAA Freshman-Eligibility Standards Quick Reference Guide: 

 NCAA Divisions I and II require 16 core courses to be completed before high school graduation. Students 

must complete this set of courses to be eligible to play sports their freshman year of college. A core 

minimum GPA is required in these courses to gain eligibility. These courses are listed below. 

 NCAA Division I requires 10 core courses to be completed prior to the seventh semester (seven of the 10 

must be a combination of English, math or natural or physical science that meet the distribution 

requirements listed below). These 10 courses become "locked in" at the start of the seventh semester and 

cannot be retaken for grade improvement. This requirement affects the graduating class of 2017 and beyond. 

 

In APPENDIX A at the end of this guide is list of McCaskey courses that meet these standards. Only courses listed 

will be used in the calculation of the core GPA. Student-Athletes should use the list as a guide when selecting courses 

for the upcoming school year. It is the student-athlete’s responsibility to be aware of NCAA Academic-Eligibility 

requirements. Division III colleges are not held to the academic guidelines of the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Center. 

 

NCAA DIVISION I 

16 Core Courses 

4 years of English. 

3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or 

higher). 

2 years of natural/physical science (1 year 

of lab if offered by high school). 

1 year of additional English, 

mathematics or natural/physical science. 

2 years of social science. 

4 years of additional courses (from any area 

above, foreign language or comparative 

religion/philosophy). 

NCAA DIVISION II 

16 Core Courses 

3 years of English. 

2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or 

higher). 

2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of 

lab if offered by high school). 

3 years of additional English, 

mathematics or natural/physical science. 

2 years of social science. 

4 years of additional courses (from any area 

above, foreign language or comparative 

religion/philosophy). 

Divisions I and II Initial-Eligibility 

Requirements 
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  SDOL Cyber Program  

The SDoL Cyber Program is designed as an online learning experience to provide students and families with a unique 

educational opportunity. Academic advisors and staff work together with parents/guardians as an educational team to 

ensure cyber students are receiving opportunities for successful learning of content and meeting graduation 

requirements. Submitting an application does not guarantee acceptance into the program. An interview meeting is 

required. Students must continue to attend school daily until a decision is made regarding approval. 

 

Parents/students interested in possible participation in the cyber program should contact the student’s school 

counselor to discuss interest and complete an application. 

 

Program Options: 

1. Full-time cyber students are students who take 4 or more courses online instead of in their home school 

building. Parent/guardians must have high speed internet and a dedicated person to supervise the student while 

working on course work at home. Students are required to log in daily for approximately 6 hours (8:30am- 

2:30pm) and follow the district attendance policy. Students complete lessons in all subjects at a required 

proficiency/mastery level. 

2. Blended cyber students must be recommended by the school counselor to be eligible for advance credits. 

Students are required to log in daily for approximately 1 hour per course (5 hours weekly minimum). Students 

are expected to provide their own computer/internet access and work on the course from home outside of the 

school day. 

3. Credit recovery students must be recommended by the school counselor and previously failed the credit to be 

eligible for a recovery course. These courses are condensed to 2 parts and provide a free opportunity for 

students to meet graduation requirements. Online recovery courses are made up on the student’s time at home 

with internet access and/or during the After-School Tutoring Program. 

 

All cyber students will be provided the following: 

 Access to courseware 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

 Online tutoring is available 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday 

 Tutoring by appointments with academic advisors  in the cyber office 

 Educational support to meet the needs of GIEP, IEP, 504, and ELD students who are accepted after interview 

(For all students of special education, an IEP team must convene to discuss the appropriateness of the change 

in placement and to make any necessary revisions) 

 Career and college planning 

 School-Based counseling services 

 Access to home school building curricular activities, clubs and events 

 

 

  Special Education Services  
 

McCaskey High School Campus provides a wide array of special education services for students who qualify according 

to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Students qualify after participating in a multidisciplinary evaluation. 

Once a student is eligible for services, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is developed to address the transitional 

outcomes for the student and the type and level of support necessary to meet the student’s individual needs. 

 

  Teaching Assistantship (TA)  

Appropriate activities for a teaching assistantship (TA) include helping the teacher prepare for class, peer teaching, and 

tutoring. Teaching assistantship courses are taken Pass/No-Pass. Need administration approval first. 

 

 

Student Expectations: Students must meet the following expectations to remain in the course: 
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1. Attend class daily and be a role model for other students 

2. Complete the activities outlined by the teacher for that day. No student records are handled. 

3. Remain in teacher’s classroom/lab unless directed otherwise by the teacher 

4. Record a daily journal entry of tasks completed that day, leaving the journal with the teacher 

Consequences for students not following expectations: If the student does not comply with these expectations, the 

teacher will discuss these expectations with the student and contact the student’s parents. Noncompliant students will 

be dropped from the course, receive an F grade and lose the credit. The student cannot be reassigned as a teacher 

assistant that school year. 

 

Teaching Assistant (Full Year) (TC400) ...................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

 

Teaching Assistant (Semester 1) (TC401)  .................................................................................... ............. 0.5 credits 

 

Teaching Assistant (Semester 2) (TC402)  .................................................................................... ............. 0.5 credits 

 

  Teen Parent Program (TPP/Elect)  

The Teen Parent Program/Education Leading to Employment and Career Training (TPP/ELECT) program provides 

support needed for adolescent parents to remain in school. There are many facets to the TPP/ELECT program that give 

teen parents support in an educational setting. Students are encouraged to speak to their guidance counselors and case 

managers. 

 

  Tutoring & Enrichment  
 

Tutoring programs are available after school providing a mathematics and literacy emphasis. Additional tutoring 

opportunities serve students in specific subgroups such as special education and English language learners. The After- 

School Tutoring Coordinator tracks individual students involved in tutoring to ensure attendance and academic success. 

The lunch tutoring program allows teachers to identify groups of students, utilize existing relationships as a motivation 

tool, and focus on specific academic objectives needed for academic success. Tutoring opportunities also may be 

available before school. 

 

  Work Study Release Program  
 

This is a work study release program based on a student’s need. The school counselor must recommend the student 

then the Co-op Coordinator makes the final determination of the student’s entrance into the program. The student must 

maintain employment throughout the school year. 

 

Work Study Release (WS500)  ................................................................................................. ..................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Approval from Administration. 

 

  Small Learning Communities (SLCs)  
 

SLC Selection: Students select an SLC that allows them to explore a broad career pathway in greater depth aligned 

with their interests and future career goals. Electives are centered on their SLC’s theme and connect with college, 

community agencies, and business partners. 

 

Each SLC offers students the same core courses in Communication Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies and Physical 

Education/Wellness. The SLC elective courses differ with some electives only offered to members of certain SLCs. 

The SLC elective course descriptions can be found in this guide immediately following the respective SLC’s course 

sequence matrix. 

Community Connections: The goal of each small learning community includes forming partnerships that allow 

students to extend their learning beyond traditional classroom settings and make a smooth transition from high school 
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to college, work, or other post-secondary opportunities. For example, connections with colleges, universities and 

technical schools provide students with opportunities for dual enrollment, on-line learning, and advanced studies. 

Partnerships with businesses and community organizations enable students to explore potential careers through 

internships, job shadowing, and work-based learning experiences. In addition, strong partnerships with colleges and 

businesses help ensure that our academic standards remain rigorous, and that our core curriculum prepares students to 

meet college and workplace demands. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

Will I be accepted to my 1st choice? All SLCs are open to all students, provided that enough seats are available. 

Students must indicate both a first and a second choice. Should a particular SLC be full, it may be necessary to give 

the student his/her second choice. 

Can a student change SLCs? Student can change once after Grade 9 and then again after Grade 10, with the 

approval of the administration. It is highly recommended that students remain in the same SLC to gain the advantage 

of the program and its electives. If contemplating a change of SLC, students must first meet with their guidance 

counselors to make sure graduation requirements will be met. 

 

  ARTS & HUMANITIES SLC  

 

Arts & Humanities SLC Electives Course Sequence 
 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
Foundations of Art 

Theatre I 

Band/Orchestra 

Mixed  Chorus 

Glee Club or Vocal 

Ensemble 

Movement in Theatre 

Foundations of Art 

Theatre I or II 

Lit Magazine Production 

Newspaper Production 

Yearbook Production 

Drawing & Painting 

Clay 

Illustrator Design 
3-Dimensional Design 

Band/Orchestra 

Mixed Chorus 

Glee Club or Vocal 

Ensemble 

Computer Photography 

Movement in Theatre 

Stage Production I 

Spreadsheets 

Financial Algebra 

Presentation Software 

Word Processing 

Music Technology 

Foundations of Art 

Theatre I or II, 

Lit. Magazine Production, 

Newspaper Production, 

Yearbook Production, 

AP Art Studio (2 periods) 

AP Art History 

Drawing & Painting 

Illustrator Design 

Clay 

3-Dimensional Design 

Band/Orchestra 

Mixed Chorus 

Glee Club or Vocal 

Ensemble Computer 

Photography Movement 

in Theatre 

Half-Day CTC Cluster 

Financial Algebra 

Presentation Software 

Advanced Word 

Processing 

Advanced Spreadsheets 

Music Technology 

Stage Production I &II 

Any Elective offered, 

including AP courses and 

Dual Enrollment, Full- 

Day CTC 

Note: In order to take two electives in Grades 9 and 10, students may need to give up a scheduled lunch. See course 

descriptions under Core Courses, Higher Level Courses, and General Electives. 

 

The ARTS & HUMANITIES SLC is designed for students interested in art, music, theater, and/or literary publications. In 

Grades 9, 10, and 11, students take core curriculum courses in which assignments reflect art and humanities themes. In 

addition, students in Grades 9 and 10 choose an elective in art, music, theater, or publications. In Grade 12, students may 

pursue individualized opportunities. 
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  HONORS/INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) SLC  
 

Honors/IB SLC Course Sequence 
 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

Honors Language 

& Composition 

Honors Literature & 

Composition 
IB Language A – HL Y1, 

AP Literature & Composition* or 

AP Language & Composition* 

IB Language A – HL Y2, 

AP Literature & Composition* or 

AP Language & Composition* 

Honors Algebra 

or Honors 

Geometry 

Honors Geometry or 

Honors Advanced 

Algebra 

 
Honors Advanced Algebra or 

Honors Pre-Calculus 

IB Mathematics SL, AP Calculus 

AB* , AP Statistics*, AP 

Calculus or AP Calculus BC* 

 

 
 

Honors Biology I 

 

 

 
Honors Chemistry 

 
IB Chemistry SL, IB Biology SL, 

IB Physics SL or 

AP Chemistry*, AP Physics, 

AP Biology* or AP 

Environmental Science* 

 
IB Chemistry HL, IB Biology 

HL, IB Physics HL or 

IB Chemistry SL, IB Biology SL, 

IB Physics SL, AP Chemistry*, 

AP Physics, AP Biology* or AP 

Environmental Science* 

 
 

Honors Modern 

U.S. History 

 

 

AP World History 

 

IB History of Americas HL Y1, 

IB History of Europe HL Y1, 

AP United States History, AP 

European History* or AP U.S. 

Government & Politics* 

 

IB 20th Century Topics, AP 

United States History, AP 

European History*, U.S. 

Government* or AP U.S. 

Government & Politics 

Honors World 

Lang I 

Honors World Language 

II 

 

Honors World Lang. III 
World Language IV or advanced 

language courses 

Fitness for Life Personal Wellness 
Art, Music, or other Elective 

Options 

Art, Music, or other Elective 

Options 

 
Electives**: 

Foundations of 

Art, 

Intro to Computer 

Science, 

Theatre I, 

Band, Chorus, 

Vocal Ensemble, 

Glee Club, 

Second World 

Language 

 

Electives**: 

Art course, 

Intro to Computer 

Science, AP Computer 

Science Principals, 

Theatre I or II, 

Band, 

Chorus, 

Vocal Ensemble, 

Glee Club, 

Second World 

Language 

IB Diploma Electives: 

IB Theory of Knowledge Year 1, 

IB Psychology SL, IB 

Economics, Any IB Science 

elective, IB Art/Design I, IB 

Music SL or HL 

IB Theatre Arts, IB Computer 

Science, IB Design Technology 

SL, 

Non-IB Diploma Electives: 

AP Art History, Second World 

Language, Intro to Computer 

Science, AP Computer Science 

Principals 

 

 

 

Electives for IB Diploma: 

IB Theory of Knowledge Year 2 

and any IB Elective from 11th 

grade column. 

Other Elective for non-IB 

Diploma, Full Day CTC 

 

*Courses cannot be chosen if working toward full International Baccalaureate Diploma. 

**To have two electives in Grades 9 and 10, students must give up their lunch period. 

SL – Indicates a one-year IB course 

HL – Indicates part of a two-year IB course 
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The Honors/IB SLC provides Grade 9 and 10 students with rigorous academic study in preparation for International 

Baccalaureate (IB) and/or Advanced Placement (AP) courses in their junior and senior years. Students in the Honors/IB 

SLC develop and utilize advanced reading, writing and study skills. Instruction focuses on critical thinking and in- 

depth study in core content subjects, world language, and an elective. Students who wish to specialize in a particular 

subject may select one or more honors classes. All honors, IB, AP and dual enrollment courses are weighted (see page 

2). 

 

The International Baccalaureate program (www.ibo.org) is an internationally recognized program of studies for highly 

motivated Grade 11 and 12 students. Only schools officially approved by the IB organization are authorized to offer 

the curriculum and to award the diploma. This program provides the rigor, structure, and experiences necessary to 

challenge all students who are motivated to perform at a high level and promote international understanding. Students 

in IB classes complete a series of examinations based on an internationally established syllabi. Students who 

successfully complete the program and the exams by earning the required points are awarded an IB Diploma, in addition 

to their high school diploma. Many colleges and universities recognize the IB diploma for course credit or advanced 

standing. The effectiveness of the IB program is due not only to the depth of the individual courses, but also to the 

comprehensive nature of the total program. The IB program requires students to take courses in six academic areas in 

Grades 11 and 12. At least three, and not more than four subjects, are to be taken at the higher level of study. A higher 

level (HL) subject takes two years to complete and consists of two, one-credit courses taken in a sequence. Other IB 

subjects offered at the standard level (SL) usually, but not always, take one year to complete and are worth one credit 

for each year of study. 

 

Freshmen who anticipate becoming IB Diploma candidates are expected to take all classes at the honors level. During 

the junior and senior years, students enrolled in the IB Diploma program take six IB level courses in addition to the 

Theory of Knowledge course, write an extended essay, engage in community service, and take standardized IB exams 

in each course. Successful completion of the program earns the student an IB Diploma and may result in advanced 

credit at U.S. and international universities. Students who select individual courses in the IB program may earn 

certificates in those subjects and may earn credit at U.S. and international universities. 

 

IB Diploma Requirements: 

 HL/SL courses from the six academic areas: 

 Language A (HL) – Students are required to study English at the higher level 

 Language B – HL or SL French, Mandarin, Spanish, German, Ab Initio French, Mandarin, Spanish or 

German for a two-year period 

 Individuals and Societies – HL History of the Americas or History of Europe in Grade 11, Twentieth Century 

Topics in the senior year 

 Experimental Sciences – Either biology or chemistry, SL or HL, or physics HL 

 Mathematics –Mathematics SL or Math Studies SL 

 Art, Business Management, Psychology, Theatre, Computer Science, Music and Visual Art are also offered 

at the HL or SL level 

 Extended Essay or research project of approximately 4,000 words 

 Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course during both the spring semester of their junior year and fall semester of 

their senior year (See description below) 

 CAS (Creativity, Action and Service) program (See description below) 

 The IB bilingual diploma can be achieved in the student’s target language in addition to English. 

 IMPORTANT -- Students who earn an International Baccalaureate Diploma must pass three HL tests and 

three SL tests. 
 

Theory of Knowledge Year 1 (IB900) .......................................................................................... ..........  0.5 credit(w) 

Note: This half-year course is taken in the second semester of the junior year. 

 

Theory of Knowledge Year 2 (IB902) .......................................................................................... .........   0.5 credit(w) 

Note: This half-year course is taken in the first semester of the senior year. 

http://www.ibo.org/
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In the IB Theory of Knowledge courses, students examine the philosophical framework of each of the academic 

disciplines while learning to reflect critically and logically on ideas originating in the skills and on the beliefs, they 

have previously formed and acquired. The object of this study is to master a deeper understanding of the range and 

limits of human knowledge through the examination of the assumptions and presuppositions on which various academic 

subjects and belief systems are based. Through the study of the theoretical foundations of the different branches of 

human knowledge, the students are able to unify the knowledge they have acquired in a specialized and dispersed 

fashion throughout their schooling. 

 

Creativity, Action and Service (CAS): CAS is a component of the IB program. While the creativity and action 

portions of CAS are largely met through curricular and extra-curricular programs, the service component is the 

responsibility of the student. Each diploma candidate must complete 150 CAS hours, including at least 30 hours of 

community service, during the last two years of high school. The services may be rendered individually or in groups. 

The candidate must submit plans for these projects to the IB CAS coordinator for approval prior to undertaking them. 

 

Dual Enrollment Programs: Juniors and Seniors may also opt to take courses through the Dual Enrollment programs 

at Eastern Mennonite University-Lancaster Campus, Elizabethtown College, Harrisburg Area Community College- 

Lancaster Campus, Harrisburg University of Science and Technology, Millersville University, Pennsylvania College 

of Art & Design, Pennsylvania College of Health Sciences, or Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology. Seniors may 

also opt to take a Career & Technology Center full-day lab. 

 
 

  MCCASKEY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (MIT) SLC  

McCaskey Institute of Technology Elective Course Sequence 
 

9th 10th 11th 12th 
Introduction to Computer 

Science 

 

OR 

 

Introduction to 

Engineering Design 

Introduction to 

Computer Science, 

Computer Science 

Principles, AP 

Computer Science 

Principles, 

Media Applications 1 

OR 

Introduction to 

Engineering Design, 

Principles of 

Engineering 

Introduction to Computer 

Science, 

Computer Science 

Principles, AP Computer 

Science Principles, 

IB Computer Science, 

Media Applications 1, 

Media Applications 2 

OR 

Introduction to Engineering 

Design, 

Principles of Engineering, 

Digital Electronics, 

Civil Engineering and 

Architecture, 

Robotics 

Introduction to Computer 

Science, 

Computer Science 

Principles, AP Computer 

Science Principles, 

IB Computer Science, 

Media Applications 1, 

Media Applications 2 

OR 

Introduction to Engineering 

Design, 

Principles of Engineering, 

Digital Electronics, 

Civil Engineering and 

Architecture, 

Robotics 
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MIT ELECTIVES 

 
 

Grade 
Computer Science & 

Applications Sequence 

 

MIT Engineering Sequence 

9 CS110 Introduction to Computer Science Introduction to Engineering Design 

 
10 

Media Applications 1 
Computer Science Principles or AP Computer 

Science Principles 

 
Principles of Engineering 

 

11 
Media Applications II 

Robotics and/or IB Computer Science 

 

Digital Electronics or Civil Engineering 

12 
 

Robotics 

 
MCCASKEY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY SLC is designed for students interested in future studies in the 

sciences, mathematics, engineering, and computer technology. This SLC also appeals to students who are interested in 

evaluating and solving problems using scientific methods and technology. Students learn to use technology, scientific 

thinking, and social skills to explore issues relevant to our community and the world. MIT students demonstrate these 

skills in the classroom and through hands-on, computer-based activities such as interviewing, observing, collecting 

data, conducting studies, and designing products or presentations. 

 

To provide an environment that promotes SLC unity and is consistent with workplace standards and professionalism, 

this SLC has a uniform dress code. The uniform dress code includes a black polo shirt with SLC logo. This shirt may 

be purchased in short or long sleeve. Students may only wear official MIT outerwear over the SLC shirt. For cold 

weather, short or long-sleeved undergarments may be white, black or red. MIT students may wear blue jeans or khaki 

pants. 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE ELECTIVES 

 
Introduction to Computer Science (CS110) .................................................................................................. 1.0 credit 

 

Designed to be the first computer science course for students who have never programmed before, Introduction to 

Computer Science is a project based curriculum that aims to develop computational thinking skills and build excitement 

about coding. Students work in teams to create apps for mobile devices using MIT App Inventor®. They explore the 

impact of computing in society and build skills in digital citizenship and cyber security. Beyond learning the 

fundamentals of programming, students build computational-thinking skills by applying computer science to 

collaboration tools, modeling and simulation, and data analysis. In addition, students transfer the understanding of 

programming gained in App Inventor to text-based programming in Python® and apply their knowledge to create 

algorithms for games of chance and strategy. Students will also spend some time developing skills in Microsoft Office 

Basics. 

 

Media Applications I (CS210) ................................................................................................ ........................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful Completion of CS110. 

 

Students will work in the following Microsoft Office programs: Word, Excel, Publisher, and Advanced PowerPoint. 

While working in these programs, you will create projects, some of which are integrated with their other classes. Using 

a scanner and microphone will be incorporated with the required projects. Students will learn Web 2.0 tools such as 

IPhoto and Movie Maker and will be able to use these tools within their other classes. 

 

 

Media Applications II (CS310)................................................................................................ ....................... 1.0 credit 
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Prerequisite: Successful Completion of CS210 or approval by instructor. 

Students will explore careers in technology, as well as other occupations, taking a career test and researching careers 

for their future. Students will use computers to learn web design and use Microsoft Publisher to create a very simple 

web site. Part of the class will also be devoted to digital photography and composition of photos. Students will learn 

how to use IPhoto, and PhotoShop, both photo editing software. The students will also learn HTML, a program 

language that allows you to create web pages. The skills learned will be used to create a web site for competition in 

our local computer fair. The students will learn Adobe Dreamweaver, a sophisticated web authoring software that 

businesses use. They will use their web design skills to create web sites of various interest. The students will begin a 

unit using Flash, creating animations to be used in their web sites. 

Computer Science Principles (CS250) ......................................................................................... ................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CS110. 

Using Python® as a primary tool and incorporating multiple platforms and languages for computation, this course aims 

to develop computational thinking, generate excitement about career paths that utilize computing, and introduce 

professional tools that foster creativity and collaboration. Computer Science Principles helps students develop 

programming expertise and explore the workings of the Internet. Projects and problems include app development, 

visualization of data, cybersecurity, and simulation. 

AP Computer Science Principles (CS850)....................................................................................... ........... 1 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CS110. 

The course covers the 7 Big Ideas and 6 Computational Thinking Practices. During the course, students complete two 

collaborative programming projects and an individual research and writing project on the impact of a recent, computing 

innovation that appeal to the student. These projects conform to the College Board's two performance tasks on 

programming and impact. The emerging CS Principles AP course will use these performance tasks, in addition to a 

written exam, as a primary means for a student to demonstrate what they've learned. Projects and problems include app 

development, visualization of data, cybersecurity, and simulation. This course is aligned with the curriculum for AP® 

Computer Science Principles (AP CSP). Students will be prepared to take this exam upon completion of the course. 

Cyber Security (CS350)  ..................................................................................................... ........................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CS250 or CS850. 

This course gives students a broad exposure to the many aspects of digital and information security, while 

encouraging socially responsible choices and ethical behavior. It inspires algorithmic thinking, computational 

thinking, and especially, “outside-the-box” thinking. Students explore the many educational and career paths 

available to cybersecurity experts, as well as other careers that comprise the field of information security. The course 

includes problem-based learning, where students role-play as cybersecurity experts and train as cybersecurity train. 

Robotics (EN450)............................................................................................................. ................................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CS250, CS850, EN201, EL201, IB313 or IB705. 

This course will be centered on two robotics competitions; one that takes place in the winter and a second competition 

that takes place in the spring. Students in this course will work together to design, build, and test a robot to compete at 

each meet. Along the way, students will develop skills in electronics, computer programming, mechanical design, 

Computer Aided Drawing (CAD), business, marketing, and teamwork. All students play an active role on the team and 

specialize in one area while learning a little bit about all areas. Students should see themselves as part of a company 

working together to design, build, market, and deliver an excellent product. 

IB Computer Science SL (IB313)............................................................................................... .............. 1.0 credit(w) 

Students are exposed to multiple programming languages as they learn about multiple themes within the realm of 

computing. Topics such as robotics, databases, mobile applications, and software development will be explored in an 

activity, project, and problem-based learning model. This course fulfills the requirement of a group 4 subject for IB 

Diploma candidates. 

ENGINEERING ELECTIVES 
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Introduction to Engineering Design (EN101)................................................................................... ............. 1.0 credit 

Note: This course fulfills the Art requirement for graduation. MIT students get first priority when registering for class. 

 

Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) is a high school level course that is appropriate for students who are interested 

in design and engineering. The major focus of the IED course is to expose students to the design process, research and 

analysis, communication methods, engineering standards, and technical documentation and design. IED gives students 

the opportunity to develop skills and understanding of course concepts through  activity  and  problem  based  

learning. The course assumes no previous knowledge, but students should be concurrently enrolled in college 

preparatory level classes. Students will employ engineering and scientific concepts in the solution of engineering design 

problems. In addition, students use 3D solid modeling design software to help them design solutions to solve proposed 

problems. Students will develop problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create 

solutions to various challenges that increase in difficulty throughout the course. Students will also learn how to 

document their work, and communicate their solutions to their peers and members of the professional community. 

 

Principles of Engineering (EN201)................................................................................................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of EN101. 

 

Principles of Engineering (POE) is a high school level survey course of engineering that exposes students to some of 

the major concepts they will encounter in a postsecondary engineering course of study. POE gives students the 

opportunity to develop skills and understanding of course concepts through activity and problem based learning. To be 

successful in POE, students should be concurrently enrolled in college preparatory classes as well as have completed 

IED. The major focus of the POE course is to expose students to the mathematical and physics aspects of engineering, 

communication methods, engineering standards, and technical documentation. These include mathematical and 

physics based investigation as well as introducing the basic concepts of electricity and mechanics. Students will use 

math and physics based computer programs, coupled with their knowledge of design and 3D modeling from IED, to 

analyze mechanical and electrical systems. They will also be tasked with creating solutions to engineering problems 

using mathematical and physical modeling. Students will employ engineering and scientific concepts to engineering 

design problems, and will develop problem-solving skills and apply their knowledge of research and design to create 

solutions to various challenges. Students will also learn how to document their work and communicate their solutions 

to their peers and members of the professional community. 

 

Digital Electronics (EN301) ................................................................................................. ......................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of EN201. 

 

From smartphones to appliances, digital circuits are all around us. This course provides a foundation for students who 

are interested in electrical engineering, electronics, or circuit design. Students study topics such as combinational and 

sequential logic and are exposed to circuit design tools used in industry, including logic gates, integrated circuits, and 

programmable logic devices. 

 

Robotics (EN450)............................................................................................................. ................................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CS250, CS850, EN201, EL201, IB313 or IB705. 

 

This course will be centered on two robotics competitions; one that takes place in the winter and a second competition 

that takes place in the spring. Students in this course will work together to design, build, and test a robot to compete at 

each meet. Along the way, students will develop skills in electronics, computer programming, mechanical design, 

Computer Aided Drawing (CAD), business, marketing, and teamwork. All students play an active role on the team and 

specialize in one area while learning a little bit about all areas. Students should see themselves as part of a company 

working together to design, build, market, and deliver an excellent product. 

 

 

 

 

Civil Engineering and Architecture (EN401)................................................................................................ 1.0 credit 
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Prerequisite: Successful completion of EN201. 

 

Civil Engineering and Architecture (CEA) is the study of the design and construction of residential and commercial 

building projects. The course is appropriate for 11th- or 12th-grade students interested in careers related to civil 

engineering and architectural design. The course includes an introduction to many of the varied factors involved in 

building design and construction including building components and systems, structural design, utilities and services, 

cost estimation, energy efficiency, and careers in the design and construction industry. The major focus of the CEA 

course is to expose students to the design and construction of residential and commercial building projects, 

communication methods, engineering standards, and technical documentation. CEA focuses on activity and problem 

based teaching, students will analyze, design and build electronic and physical models of residential and commercial 

facilities. Other than their concurrent enrollment in college preparatory classes, this course assumes no prior knowledge. 

 

  MCCASKEY SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES SLC  

Health/Medical Assisting Services 

CIP 51.0899 

 

This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study for this CIP code. 

Additionally, this program offers the NATCEP OBRA and Act 14 objectives approved for 21 hours (16 hours for 

clinical hours plus an additional 5 hours that is mandated for abuse training and Act 14)." 

 

Students begin this 2-year, 6-credit program as 11th-graders. This program provides subject matter and experiences 

designed to prepare individuals for entry-level employment in a minimum of three related health occupations under the 

supervision of a licensed health care professional. Instruction consists of core course content with clinical experiences 

in one or two health related occupations. The core curriculum consists of planned courses for introduction of health 

careers, basic anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, legal and ethical aspects of healthcare and 

communications and at least three planned courses for the knowledge and skills for the occupational area such as 

medical assisting, ward clerk, nursing assisting, etc. 

Dress code: 

 Students must purchase red or black scrubs; scrubs must be worn when students are in the program of study 

classroom and lab. 

 All-white sneakers. 

 

Advanced Health Careers I (HC201)........................................................................................................... 2.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Must be in School of Health Science SLC and in grade 11. 

 

This course is an introduction to Health careers. This course introduces the student to medical terminology, health 

career safety, qualities for success in healthcare, professionalism, infection control, communication, and body systems. 

Information includes: orientation to classroom and school rules, safety in the lab area, communication, expanded 

medical terminology, basic nursing skills, and structures and functions of the human body as related to the body 

systems. 

 

Advanced Health Careers II (HC302) ......................................................................................................... 4.0 credits  

Prerequisite: Must be in School of Health Science SLC and in grade 12. Successful completion of HC201. 

This course is designed to deepen the understanding for the student who has successfully completed the pre-requisite 

course and intends to enter the health career workforce immediately after graduation or intends to continue their 

education in a two or four-year post-secondary college or university training program. The course will have as strong 

emphasis on Medical Assisting careers and the skills associated with this type of occupation including: billing 

procedures, fee collection, medical file preparation, specimen handling, coding procedures, EKG procedures, and 

examination room preparation. This course continues to build on the knowledge learned in Advanced Health Careers 

level one course and continues hands-on skills training throughout the curriculum. It also introduces and/or builds on 

the following areas of study: advanced medical terminology, advancements in healthcare, medical ethics/legal 

responsibilities, teamwork in health careers, anatomy and physiology, and health and safety and awareness. This course 

has a strong lab component as well as offers opportunities for students to gain experience in a real health care  setting 
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by participating in an internship experience. It also offers a student the opportunity to earn a First Aid and CPR 

certification and Bloodborne Pathogen certification. 

 

HEALTH CAREER ELECTIVES 

Honors Math for the Healthcare Professional (HC490)......................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisites: Students must be interested in pursuing a medical career. Successful completion of MA101/111, 

MA201/211 and MA301/311. 

 

Students study concepts that are key to the medical profession such as fractions, decimals, percents, ratio, and 

proportion. Students apply these concepts to chemistry, biology, and real world health care situations. Open-ended 

problem solving is emphasized. 

 

Anatomy and Physiology (HC495)....................................................................................... .................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Student must have successfully completed a Biology course. 

 

Covers the basics of human anatomy and physiology including anatomical terminology, basic biochemistry, cells and 

tissues, and the integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic/immune, respiratory, 

digestive, urinary, and reproductive systems. Introduces common human disease processes. Prepares students to take 

advanced health careers courses. 

 

IB Approaches to Learning Year 1 (IB323) .................................................................................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Student must enroll in a two-year CTE program on the high-school campus and must be a junior. 

 

The Approaches to Learning sequence is the capstone course that combines the core elements of the IB Career 

Certificate (IBCC) program. In addition to the Approaches to Learning (ATL) curriculum, the students will explore 

ethical dilemmas within their career vocational field, culminating in the Reflective Project, required by the IBCC. 

Additionally, the students will achieve a minimum of 50 hours of extended world language instruction. Finally, the 

ATL class will coordinate and monitor the service project hours required to achieve the IBCC. 

 

IB Approaches to Learning Year 2 (IB333) .................................................................................... .............. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB Approaches to Learning Year 1; student must be a senior 

 

  MEDIA STUDIES & COMMUNICATIONS SLC  

Media Studies & Communications SLC Course Sequence 
 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

World Language World Language World Language Journalism 

Fitness for Life Personal Wellness Art or Music Elective Dual Enrollment Options 

 

 

 
Intro to 

Communications and 

Media 

 

 

Media Communications I 

or 

Media Communications 

II 

Media Communications I, 

Media Communications II 

or Speech and Debate 

Stage Production I, 

Spreadsheets, 

Presentation Software, 

Word Processing, 

Music Technology 

Media Communications I, 

Media Communications II, 

Media Communications III, 

Media Communications IV, 

or Speech and Debate, 

Financial Algebra, 

Presentation Software, 

Music Technology, 

Stage Production I &II, 

Full Day CTC 

MEDIA STUDIES & COMMUNICATIONS SLC provides students with the foundation they need to become active 

and intelligent participants in media careers. Students are exposed to all aspects of mass media, including hands-on 
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activities. Advanced Placement Courses (AP) are offered within this SLC in literature, history, and environmental 

science. Students develop critical thinking skills through reading, writing, dialogue, and problem solving. 

 

MSC ELECTIVES 

Introduction to Communication and Media (MC100) ................................................................................. 1.0 credit  

Prerequisite: Must be in the School of Communications and Media Studies SLC. 

This course is designed to introduce students to the world of mass media and communications, as well as, career 

opportunities available in this discipline. Units of study include introductions to speech and debate, communication 

theory, media studies, journalism, and performance technique. Students learn literacy skills, study skills, college 

vocabulary building and goal setting. All freshmen taking this course apply organizational strategies that will be useful 

in the classroom and in the world of mass communication. 

Sophomore Seminar (SM200) ................................................................................................... ..................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MC100. 

This course is designed to prepared students for post-secondary study at institutions of higher learning and/or to enter 

the world of work as it relates to the media market. Through online resources, students will be provided with 

opportunities to prepare academically for college admission, develop strategies in selecting a college and career as it 

relates to their interests. Student will further enhance their knowledge, skills and abilities in the field of television 

production. 

Media Communications I (MC450) ............................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MC100. 

This course provides students with a hands-on introduction to video production. The course explores camera operation, 

script writing, lighting, audio production, video editing. It provides students with all the basic skills necessary to 

produce a live daily news program and serves as a prerequisite to all future media courses, including Independent Study. 

Media Communications II (MC460).............................................................................................. ................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MC450. This course fulfills the Art requirement for graduation. 

This course provides students with hands-on experience in video production. Students become adept in daily camera 

operation, script and teleprompter writing, lighting, audio production, and video editing. The students in this course 

are responsible for producing the live daily news program for the McCaskey Campus. 

Media Communications III (MC470) ............................................................................................ ................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MC460. This course fulfills the Art requirement for graduation. 

This course focuses on the basics of digital editing, computer-based video projects, and the production of television 

segments. Students in this course must display resiliency to accept constructive criticism given to improve their work. 

All students produce a feature documentary or student film prior to graduation and are responsible for the media 

productions for the McCaskey Campus, from ARCH assemblies to monthly news magazine shows. Students produce 

a feature documentary or student film. 

Media Communications IV (MC480) ............................................................................................. ............... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MC470. This course fulfills the Art requirement for graduation. 

This course will teach advanced levels of digital editing; computer based video projects, and the production of television 

segments. Students in this course must display self-direction and resiliency to accept constructive criticism in an effort 

to improve their work. All students will produce a feature documentary or student film prior to graduation and be 

responsible for the media productions for the McCaskey Campus, from ARCH assemblies to monthly news magazine 

shows. This course is not applicable toward the Communication Arts graduation requirements. 

Independent Study in Media Communications Semester 1 (MC501) ....................................................... 0.5 credit 

Independent Study in Media Communications Semester 2 (MC502)........................................................ 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Completion of MC460 and MC470 with a grade of B or higher 
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Students will pursue a course of study and the completion of projects in some aspect or field of media and 

communications that interests them. Students in this course must display resiliency to accept constructive criticism in 

an effort to improve their work. This study will be designed by the student her/himself in consultation with their media 

studies instructor. In addition, a mutually acceptable program of evaluation will be co-designed by the student and the 

instructor. All students will produce at least one media project per semester and will assist in the media productions for 

the McCaskey Campus, from ARCH assemblies to monthly news magazine shows. This course is not applicable toward 

the Communication Arts graduation requirements. 

 

TV Show Production (MC623)................................................................................................... .................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Instructor Approval 

 

Students will gain experience producing and broadcasting a daily TV program, the Tornado Alert morning show, on 

the school’s closed circuit cable system. The course of study includes writing copy, designing public service 

announcements, conducting interviews on location, and videotaping events to be broadcast. Students will be trained to 

use the different broadcasting technology and equipment, required to contribute to the show in addition to participating 

in the daily production, and will train other students to use the technology. 

 

Speech and Debate (CA730) ................................................................................................... ........................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of application form and instructor’s approval. This course is an elective open to 

any student. 

 

Students develop fundamental skills of effective communication, with emphasis on listening, speaking, discussing, 

researching, planning, and presenting. Students will become familiar with all events offered for competition by the 

National Forensics League and will specialize in at least two events. Students have various opportunities to present, 

receive feedback, refine, and re-present and develop the competencies to become an effective oral communicator. This 

ELECTIVE course is recommended for students in the Media Studies and Communications SLC and students interested 

in joining the Speech and Debate Club. 

 

History of Film (SS425)...................................................................................................... ............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Must be in grade 10, 11 or 12. 

 

This course explores aspects of film making as well as those cultural, religious, and political questions that films 

generate. The purpose of this course is to familiarize the student with key concepts and vocabulary needed for 

understanding movies, to establish the value of film within the area of cultural history, and to integrate and deepen the 

appreciation for cultural issues through the medium of film and mixed media. Concepts such as symbolism, 

Communism, family, marriage and genre are analyzed via films. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  PUBLIC LEADERSHIP & SERVICE SLC  
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Public Leadership & Service SLC Course Sequence 
 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

Leadership 

AFJROTC (Year 1) 

Currents Issues in 

Public Leadership 

AFJROTC (Year 2) 

Street Law 

AFJROTC (Year 3) 
Senior Leadership Service 

Seminar; AFJROTC (Year 4) 

Dual Enrollment Option 

World Language 

Full Day CTC 

 
World Language 

 
World Language 

Art or Music Elective 

World Language 

Half-Day CTC Cluster 

 

The PUBLIC LEADERSHIP & SERVICE SLC is designed for highly motivated students who wish to take an active 

role in the community or desire a career associated with public service (e.g., teaching, counseling, civic leadership, 

law, municipal government, recreation, child or elder care, and public safety). The Air Force Junior Reserve Officers’ 

Training Corp (AFJROTC) is based in the Public Leadership and Service SLC. Students in this SLC explore the 

knowledge and skills necessary to be leaders. 

 

The PUBLIC LEADERSHIP & SERVICE SLC has formed alliances with local universities and public service 

organizations to provide students with unique learning and personal growth experiences that include service learning 

opportunities. Students in this SLC are prepared for admission to college and for lives as active citizens. 

 

ELECTIVES 

Current Issues in Public Leadership (SM230).................................................................................. ............ 1.0 credit 

Students in this course learn and utilize the skills needed to influence public policy. Using a curriculum focused on 

current issues, students are engaged in researching, analyzing, framing, and discussing problems in ways that promote 

community problem-solving. They learn how public policy is formed and consider ways in which citizens can 

participate in public processes. This course emphasizes the development of students’ critical thinking skills, 

communication skills, and problem-solving skills and involves interaction with leaders in the community. 

 

Leadership Seminar (SM130)................................................................................................... ...................... 1.0 credit 

 

The focus of this course is to provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary for effective communication, 

leadership, and service to others in the school and community. It recognizes that students must understand the concept 

of leadership and must be able to lead themselves before they can be effective leaders for others. Students will be 

introduced to basic leadership principles and theories as they pursue a variety of leadership roles in school and in the 

community. Students will study and apply theory in areas such as communication skills, intra and interpersonal 

management, analyzing and conflict, group decision making, and effective leadership. 

 

Mock Trial (SM730)................................................................................ .................................................. 0.5 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Audition and permission of instructor. 

Mock trial is a law competition and class that is intensely academic. Mock Trial can cover both the criminal or civil 

cases. It examines the formalities of the court, rules of evidence, direct examination, cross examination, witnesses, 

mock trial rules, acting, and critical analysis, teamwork, poise, professionalism, written and public communication. 

Preparation for and participation in Mock Trial competitions is mandatory for students taking this class. 

 

 

 

 

 
Street Law (SM340)........................................................................................................... .............................. 1.0 credit 
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The Street Law course will provide a practical understanding of the law and the legal system that will be of use to 

students in their everyday lives. It will promote awareness of current issues and controversies relating to law and the 

legal system; bring about a greater sense of justice, tolerance, and fairness; develop a willingness and an ability to 

resolve disputes through informal and formal mechanisms; and improve understanding of the roles that the law, 

lawyers, law enforcement officers, and the legal system play in our democracy. This course is recommended for 

students interested in a career in law and/or criminal justice. 

 

Peer Mediation Sem 1 (PM401)................................................................................................. ..................... 0.5 credit 

Peer Mediation Sem 2 (PM401)................................................................................................. ..................... 0.5 credit 

 

Mediation is a voluntary and confidential process in which trained McCaskey Campus students serve as a neutral third- 

party facilitator to help other students in conflict clearly communicate their concerns, better understand one another, 

and come to a mutual agreement about how they want to handle their issues. Peer Mediators guide participants through 

structured stages that allow them to generate their own options and build their own agreement. 

 

Senior Leadership Service Seminar (SM440) ................................................................................... ............ 1.0 credit 

 

This course encompasses both community volunteer outreach activities as well as a classroom curriculum. Community 

and school-based outreach will be supported by classroom lessons and project-based assignments. 

Students will serve as volunteers in local institutions of public leadership, such as non-profit and community 

organizations and civic and municipal service. Placement is based on their own areas of interest and availability. This 

experience is designed to engage students in using the leadership skills they have developed in the previous three years 

in the Public Leadership SLC. It is expected that students complete a culminating project in public leadership that 

serves a real community need and is connected to their learning and experiences. 

 

AIR FORCE JUNIOR ROTC PROGRAM (AFJROTC) 

AFJROTC is designed to develop better and more productive citizens. The curriculum and structure of the program is 

designed to strengthen character, teach responsibility and most importantly, help the student become a leader by 

establishing confidence, self-reliance and self-discipline. Military drill, wearing the uniform and preparation for 

ceremonies comprise but one portion of the program. Students must wear the uniform at least once a week. The 

AFJROTC program is based in the Public Leadership and Service SLC, but students from any SLC can enroll in the 

program. There is no military obligation resulting from participation in AFJROTC. 
 

AFJROTC Intro to Global Awareness (AFJROTCGA).............................................................................. 1 .0 credit 

 

This AFJROTC course is a combination of Aerospace Science, Leadership Education and Wellness components. This 

course is offered to first-, second-, third- and fourth-year cadets as it is a one-year course of a four-year curriculum 

available to cadets. 
 

  TECHNICAL & BUSINESS CAREERS (TBC) SLC  
 

 

TECHNICAL & BUSINESS CAREERS SLC prepares students to achieve proficiency on the NOCTI (National 

Occupational Competency Testing Institute) Exam, which is comprised of written and practical components needed to 

earn the Pennsylvania Skills Certificate. The certification earned can either be used to enroll in a two- or four-year 

college or technical school, or gain advanced entry into their chosen trade upon high school graduation. 

 

The TBC Careers SLC offers seven state-certified career and technical programs which include: 

● Accounting 

● Admin Assisting 

● Building Trades Maintenance 

● Cosmetology 

● Early Childhood Education 

● Electronics 

● Computer Aided Drafting & Design 
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World Language Graduation Requirements: World Language requirements are waived for students completing a 

vocational training during their high school years. These students are then required to have 7.5 electives to graduate. 

 

TECHNICAL & BUSINESS CAREERS ELECTIVES 

World of Work (SM125) ....................................................................................................... .......................... 1.0 credit 

 

This course is designed to focus on an examination of the changing nature of work, self and career exploration, job- 

seeking skills, including resume writing and interviewing, and the exploration of economic and business concepts to 

the work world. Also covered are workers’ rights, responsibilities, issues related to earnings, health and safety issues 

on the job, and skills for working with others. Finally, the course examines job-related issues, controversies, and 

resolutions. Students will be exposed to each of the various Career and Technical education programs through a 

comprehensive project introducing students to basic industry competencies. 

 

IB Approaches to Learning Year 1 (IB323) ...................................................................... ............................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Student must enroll in a two-year CTE program on the high-school campus and must be a junior. 

 

The Approaches to Learning sequence is the capstone course that combines the core elements of the IB Career 

Certificate (IBCC) program. In addition to the Approaches to Learning (ATL) curriculum, the students will explore 

ethical dilemmas within their career vocational field, culminating in the Reflective Project, required by the IBCC. 

Additionally, the students will achieve a minimum of 50 hours of extended world language instruction. Finally, the 

ATL class will coordinate and monitor the service project hours required to achieve the IBCC. 

 

IB Approaches to Learning Year 2 (IB333) .................................................................................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB Approaches to Learning Year 1; student must be a senior. 

 

BUSINESS LABS 

 

The BUSINESS component of the Technical & Business SLC is designed for students who are interested in business 

strategies and applications, students who want to major in business in college, students who want to leave high school 

with immediately marketable skills, and/or students who are interested in managing or owning a business. 

 
There are two pathways a student may choose to acquire these valuable business skills. Students may enroll in the 
Accounting Program/Business Management & Finance or the Business/Administrative Assistant and Secretarial 

Science Program. Both programs are two-year programs and begin in 11th grade. 

 

ACCOUNTING TECHNOLOGY/TECHNICIAN 

& BOOKKEEPING PROGRAM 

CIP 52.0302 

 

“This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study for this CIP code." The 

accounting program is designed to provide technical administrative support to professional accountants and other 

financial management personnel. Students learn to use generally accepted accounting principles in manual and 

computerized formats to complete the steps of the accounting cycle for various forms of business ownership; verify 

and enter details of transactions from source documents into journals; post transactions to accounts; summarize details 

of separate ledgers by transferring data to general ledgers; balance records and compile various financial statements 

and reports; prepare withholding, social security, and other tax reports; compute, type, and mail monthly statements to 

customers; complete records through the prior balance; and operate calculators, computers, and spreadsheet and 

accounting application software. Students also receive instruction in business ethics, business law, economics, office 

procedures and public relations. Students are provided experiences and instruction needed to satisfy initial employment 

requirements for accounting, computing and data capturing occupations. Those completing the program may be 

employed as accounting clerks, credit clerks, payroll clerks, statistical clerks, general bookkeepers, bank clerks/tellers, 

auditing clerks, billing machine operators and inventory clerks.” 
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This is a 2-year, 6-credit program that students begin in 11th grade. Students in this program must successfully 

complete the following course sequence: BE100(L) in 11th grade and BE200(L) & BE300(L) in 12th grade. Students 

have the opportunity to earn QuickBooks and Microsoft Excel Certifications. 

 

Accounting LAB I (BE100L) ..................................................................................................................... ... 2.0 credits 

 

Accounting Lab I students begin this program in 11th grade. Accounting I presents students with a complete accounting 

cycle for a service business organized as a proprietorship. The accounting cycle covers analyzing transactions, 

journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, and adjusting and closing entries, using a modern owner as a 

case study. In addition, this lab course presents business and marketing skills as an art and a science through realistic 

marketing situations and case studies. 

 

Accounting LAB II (BE200L).......................................................................................... ............................. 2.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of BE100L. 

 

This 2-period course is offered the first semester of the senior year (lab students must also take BE300L & IB423 the 

second semester of their senior year). 

 

Accounting Lab II presents students with a complete accounting cycle for a merchandising business organized as a 

partnership. The accounting cycle covers analyzing transactions, journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, 

and adjusting and closing entries. In addition, students will gain an understanding of the business/marketing principles 

necessary to start and operate a business. Students will first learn basic economic principles related to business 

ownership. They will identify and assess common traits and skills found in entrepreneurs, explore business 

opportunities, and compare the risks and rewards of owning a business. This course will help students understand the 

process of analyzing a business opportunity, determining feasibility of an idea utilizing research, developing a plan to 

organize and promote the business and its products/services, and finally, to understand the capital required, the return 

on investment desired, and the potential for profit. 

 

Accounting Lab III (BE300L)  ...................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of BE200/BU250 & taken with IB423. 

 

BE 300L is offered the second semester of the senior year (lab students must also take BE200/BU250 the first semester 

of their senior year). 

 

This course is designed for students who are planning to pursue a career in accounting upon graduation or for students 

who are planning to continue their accounting education. Accounting Lab III presents students with a complete 

accounting cycle for non-profit organization organized as a corporation. The accounting cycle covers analyzing 

transactions, journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, and adjusting and closing entries. 

*Accounting Lab Program Students MUST also take IB423 in 12th grade 

 

IB Business and Management SL (IB423L) ...................................................................................... ............ 1.0 credit 

 

This course is designed to develop an understanding of business theory, as well as an ability to apply business principles, 

practices and skills. The application of tools and techniques of analysis facilitates an appreciation of complex business 

activities. The course considers the diverse range of business organizations and activities and the cultural and economic 

context in which business operates. Emphasis is placed on strategic decision-making and the day-to-day business 

functions of marketing, production, human resource management and finance. Links between the topics are central to 

the course, and this integration promotes a holistic overview of business activity. The ideals of international cooperation 

and responsible citizenship are at the heart of Diploma Program business and management. The course encourages the 

appreciation of ethical concerns and issues of social responsibility in the global business environment. Students should 

be able to make sense of the forces and circumstances that drive and restrain change in an interdependent and 

multicultural world. The business and management course will contribute to students’ development as critical and 

effective participants in local and world affairs. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

& SECRETARIAL SCIENCE/BUSINESS LAB 

CIP 52.0401 

 

"This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study for this CIP code." The 

administrative assistant/secretarial science program is designed to prepare students to perform the duties of 

administrative assistants and/or secretaries and related occupations. Students compose, key, format and process 

documents (correspondence, reports, tabulations and forms); compile, proofread, edit and correct documents; operate 

dictation/transcription equipment and computers; use word processing, spreadsheet, database, desktop publishing, 

presentation and communication software; receive, distribute and sort incoming mail; prepare outgoing mail; perform 

basic mathematical functions; operate office equipment; perform records management duties; communicate with others 

in person, in writing and by telephone; and perform receptionist duties. Students also receive instruction in business 

ethics, principles of business law, office procedures, public relations and accounting. Students are provided experiences 

and instruction needed to satisfy initial employment requirements for administrative assistants and secretaries. Those 

completing the program may be employed as administrative assistants or specialists; corresponding, legal, medical, 

educational and technical secretaries; or in related areas such as general office clerk, clerk-typist, word processors, 

information clerks and records management clerks. 

 

This is a 2-year, 6-credit program that students begin in 11th grade. Students in this program must successfully complete 
the following courses: BU300 & BU400. Students who complete this program are eligible to take the Microsoft Office 

Specialist Certification exam to become Microsoft Office Specialist certified. 

 

Business Lab I (BU300)................................................................................................................................. 2.0 credits  

*Offered to juniors 

 

In this program students will gain knowledge and specialized skills in accounting, administrative assisting, business 

management and entrepreneurship. 

 

Business Lab II (BU400) ..................................................................................................... .......................... 4.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of BU300. 

*Offered to seniors who completed BU300 and BE100(BL), or are enrolled in BE100(BL) their senior year 

 

BU400 students will learn and practice advanced accounting, administrative assisting, business management and 

entrepreneurship skills. Students will be prepared to enter a two year business or technical school, a four year institution 

or the world of work. Any student who successfully completes the program at a competent or advanced level may also 

take advantage of college credits offered by various Pennsylvania post-secondary institutions. Outstanding business 

lab students will complete their lab experience with on the job training made possible through a co-op experience. 

 

BUSINESS ELECTIVES 

 

The following courses can be taken as electives by ALL students, but students in the Technical and Business SLC 

will be given first priority. Consideration will be given to students for other SLCs if there is space. 
 

Introduction to Business Applications (BU100)............................................................................................ 1.0 credit 

 

This course serves as an introduction to the many facets of business. Students will develop basic skills in keyboarding, 

word processing, spreadsheets, presentation software and the Internet. The students pursue knowledge in the areas of 

business careers, personal finance, and entrepreneurship. Students with little or no business or computer experience are 

welcome. 

 

Accounting I (BE100)......................................................................................................... ............................. 1.0 credit 

Accounting I presents students with a complete accounting cycle for a service business organized as a proprietorship. 

The accounting cycle covers analyzing transactions, journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, and 

adjusting and closing entries, using a modern owner as a case study. 

Accounting II (BE200) .................................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit  
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Prerequisite: Successful completion of BE100. 

 

Accounting II is for students who have an interest in continuing their study of accounting theory and principles. 

Accounting II presents students with a complete accounting cycle for a merchandising business organized as a 

partnership. The accounting cycle covers analyzing transactions, journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, 

and adjusting and closing entries. 

 

Accounting III (BE300)....................................................................................................... ............................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of BE200. 

 

This course is designed for students who are planning to pursue a career in accounting upon graduation or for students 

who are planning to continue their accounting education. Accounting III presents students with a complete accounting 

cycle for non-profit organization organized as a corporation. The accounting cycle covers analyzing transactions, 

journalizing, posting, petty cash, financial statements, and adjusting and closing entries. 

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing (BU202) .................................................................................. ........ 1.0 credit 

 

This course is an interactive approach to guide students in becoming better business people in the world of sports and 

entertainment. This course is available to 11th and 12th graders. Priority will be given to students simultaneously enrolled 
in Accounting I, II, or III. The skills and responsibilities of planning, producing, pricing, promoting and distributing 

will be presented as an art and a science through realistic marketing situations and case studies. Individuals will be 
prepared for occupations in such businesses as professional sports, event marketing, athletic retail and wholesale, 

finance, and entertainment. 

 

Business Entrepreneurship (BU250)............................................................................................ .................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Student must be in grade 11 or 12. 

 

This course helps students gain an understanding of the business/marketing principles necessary to start and operate a 

business. Students will first learn basic economic principles related to business ownership. They will identify and assess 

common traits and skills found in entrepreneurs, explore business opportunities, and compare the risks and rewards of 

owning a business. The primary focus of the course is to help students understand the process of analyzing a business 

opportunity, determining feasibility of an idea utilizing research, developing a plan to organize and promote the 

business and its products/services, and finally, to understand the capital required, the return on investment desired, and 

the potential for profit. 

 

IB Business and Management SL (IB423)............................................................................................. .. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Students must be in Grades 11 or 12. 

 

The Diploma Program business and management course is designed to develop an understanding of business theory, 

as well as an ability to apply business principles, practices and skills. The application of tools and techniques of analysis 

facilitates an appreciation of complex business activities. The course considers the diverse range of business 

organizations and activities and the cultural and economic context in which business operates. Emphasis is placed on 

strategic decision-making and the day-to-day business functions of marketing, production, human resource 

management and finance. Links between the topics are central to the course, and this integration promotes a holistic 

overview of business activity. The ideals of international cooperation and responsible citizenship are at the heart of 

Diploma Program business and management. The course encourages the appreciation of ethical concerns and issues of 

social responsibility in the global business environment. Students should be able to make sense of the forces and 

circumstances that drive and restrain change in an interdependent and multicultural world. The business and 

management course will contribute to students’ development as critical and effective participants in local and world 

affairs. 

 

 

 

Spreadsheets (BE605) ........................................................................................................ ............................ 0.5 credit 
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This one-semester course covers the concepts and techniques of computerized spreadsheets using Microsoft Excel. 

Students learn the fundamentals of Microsoft Excel and develop an appreciation of worksheets as a useful tool in the 

workplace. Through projects and activities, students learn worksheet design, charting, and what-if analysis. Students 

work towards developing proficiency in Microsoft Excel. 

 

Advanced Spreadsheets (BE607)................................................................................................ ................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spreadsheets. 

 

This semester course prepares students to plan, create, and apply advanced Excel application skills using industry- 

standard problems and simulations. Students will complete activities that involve Querying a Table, Creating 

Templates, Formula Auditing, Complex Problem Solving and PivotTables. Successful completion of Spreadsheets and 

Advanced Spreadsheets will allow students the opportunity to earn a Microsoft Office Specialist certificate in MS 

Excel. Note: This is an outstanding course for students who plan to earn post-secondary degrees and/or students who 

wish to leave high school with a valuable industry certificate. 

 

Database (BE610) ....................................................................... .................................................................... 0.5 credit 

 

In this one-semester course students are taught to use a computerized database management system called Microsoft 

Access. Students learn the fundamentals of Microsoft Access, which includes storing, retrieving, analyzing, and 

printing information. Students work towards developing proficiency in Microsoft Access. 

 

Presentation Software (BE620) ............................................................................................... ...................... 0.5 credit 

 

This one-semester course focuses on fundamental to advanced skills in professional presentation tools. Students will 

learn how to create presentations using Illustrations and Shapes, Customized Backgrounds, SmartArt and Information 

Graphics. Students will complete a variety of presentations that allow for student creativity while learning the art of 

presenting a professional presentation. Students work towards developing proficiency in Microsoft PowerPoint. 

Students will analyze various presentations for effectiveness. Students will practice presenting data in class to enhance 

their public speaking skills. 

 

Desktop Publishing (BE640)................................................................................................... ....................... 0.5 credit 

 

This one-semester course emphasizes basic skills in desktop publishing through a variety of modern, real-life activities. 

Students develop skills key to the desktop publisher, including making design and typography decisions, handling 

multicolumn documents, inserting and editing graphics, and creating charts. Students develop a portfolio of business 

documents, including a newsletter and their own web page design. 

 

Word Processing (BE650)...................................................................................................... ........................ 0.5 credit 

 

Students learn the basics of word processing through the use of Microsoft Word. This one-semester course gives 

students an in-depth understanding of creating announcements, business letters, resumes, research papers, reports, and 

newsletters.  Students work towards developing proficiency in Microsoft Word. 

 

Advanced Word Processing (BE660)............................................................................................. ............... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Word Processing. 

 

Advanced Word Processing is a semester course designed to focus on the most advanced features Microsoft Word has 

to offer. Students will generate mail merge documents, create professional newsletters, utilize document sharing tools 

and design online forms. Great emphasis will be placed on constructing master documents that include a title page, 

table of contents, extensive text, pictures with captions, table of figures and an index. Successful completion of Word 

Processing and Advanced Word Processing will give students the opportunity to earn a Microsoft Office Specialist 

certificate in MS Word. Note: This is an outstanding course for students that plan to earn post-secondary degrees 

and/or students that wish to leave high school with a valuable industry certificate. 

Building Trades and Maintenance 
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CIP 46.0401 

 

“This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study for this CIP code.” 

 

This is a 2-year instructional program that prepares individuals to apply technical knowledge and skills of basic building 

construction and maintenance principles (OSHA regulations, national/local codes, plumbing, electricity, painting, 

masonry, roofing, sweating copper pipes, rough carpentry, fine carpentry, machine maintenance & heating, ventilating 

and air conditioning, HVAC). The ability to think quickly and diagnose maintenance problems are essential, as are 

math skills and hand-eye coordination. Practical experience is gained in the 12th grade year through off-site community 

service-based construction projects. 

 

This is a 2-year, 6-credit program that students begin in 11th grade. Students who complete this program can earn 

several industry certifications, including OSHA Basic Safety Orientation for Construction. Students in this program 

must successfully complete the following courses: 

 

Building Trades Maintenance I (BT201) ....................................................................................... ............  2.0 credits 

 

Building Trades Maintenance II (BT301) ................................................................................................... 4.0 credits  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of BT201. 

 

Child Care and Support Services Management/Early Childhood Education 

CIP: 19.0708 

 

Early Childhood Education is a 2-year, 6-credit program that students begin in 11th grade. Completing the program 

enables students to be employed in a child care center or enter a post-secondary early childhood education program. 

 

Upon successful completion, the students receive the Assistant Group Supervisor (AGS) and/or the CDA ready 

certificate. AGS is recognized by the Pennsylvania Department of Welfare, which certifies child care centers in the 

state and qualifies the graduate for a position in a certified center. The CDA requires students to complete extern hours 

outside of the school day. The CDA is the nationally recognized standard for early childhood educators in a center 

based program. A student who receives AGS/CDA ready certification is eligible for postsecondary (college) credit in 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Students complete competencies in the development, care, guidance, and teaching of young children from birth through 

second grade. Students actively participate in the on-site laboratory school through weekly internships. The lab school 

includes the YWCA Child Development Center and a School District K-4 classroom. All Year II and III students also 

participate in a weekly externship at a community child care center or in a SDOL elementary classroom. 

 

Year 1 Materials required: Students must purchase a binder and card file 

Year II Requirements: (students must be 16 years old by September 1 of the beginning of Year II) 

 Criminal History Clearance 

 Child Abuse Clearance 

 Health appraisal including TB Test 

 Two references 

 All clearances, references, and health appraisal must be submitted to the teacher by the end of Year I. 

 

Early Childhood Ed. I (EC301)................................................................................................ ...................  2.0 credits 

 

Early Childhood Ed. II (EC401) .............................................................................................. ................... 4.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of EC301. 

 

 

 

Cosmetology 
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CIP 12.0401 

 

"This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study for this CIP code.” This is a 3- 

year, 9-credit program that students begin in 10th grade that prepares individuals to apply technical knowledge and 

skills related to experiences in a variety of beauty treatments including the care and beautification of the hair, 

complexion and hands. Instruction includes training in giving shampoos, rinses and scalp treatments; hair styling, 

setting, cutting, dyeing, tinting and bleaching; permanent waving; facials; manicuring; and hand and arm massaging. 

Bacteriology, anatomy, hygiene, sanitation, salon management including record keeping and customer relations are 

also emphasized. Instruction is designed to qualify pupils for the licensing examination. 

 

Cosmetology I (Intro to Cosmetology) (CM201)................................................................................. ....... 2.0 credits 

 

Basic/foundation instruction includes training in giving shampoos, rinses and scalp treatments; hair styling, setting, 

cutting, dyeing, tinting and bleaching; permanent waving; facials; manicuring; and hand and arm massaging. 

Bacteriology, anatomy, hygiene, sanitation, salon management including record keeping and customer relations are 

also emphasized. Instruction is designed to qualify pupils for the licensing examination 

 

Cosmetology II-Intermediate Cosmetology (CM301) ............................................................................... 3.0 credits  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CM201. 

 

Skill reinforcement in shampoos, rinses, and scalp treatments; hair styling, setting, cutting, dyeing, tinting and 

bleaching; permanent waving; facials; manicuring; and hand and arm massaging. Bacteriology, anatomy, hygiene, 

sanitation, salon management including record keeping and customer relations are also emphasized. Instruction is 

designed to qualify pupils for the licensing examination. 

 

Cosmetology III (CM401) ..................................................................................................... ....................... 4.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CM301. 

 

Skill reinforcement and advanced techniques in shampoos, rinses and scalp treatments; hair styling, setting, cutting, 

dyeing, tinting and bleaching; permanent waving; facials; manicuring; and hand and arm massaging. Bacteriology, 

anatomy, hygiene, sanitation, salon management including record keeping and customer relations are also emphasized. 

Instruction is designed to qualify pupils for the licensing examination. 

 

Drafting and Design Technology/Technician (CADD) 

CIP 15.1301 

 

"This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study for this CIP code." This program 

prepares individuals to apply technical knowledge and skills as each relates to gathering and translating of data or 

specifications including basic aspects of planning, preparing and interpreting mechanical, architectural, chemical, 

structural, civil, pneumatic, marine, electrical/electronic, topographical and other drawings and sketches used in various 

engineering fields. Instruction is designed to provide experiences in drawing and CAD; the use of reproduction 

materials, equipment and processes; the preparation of reports and data sheets for writing specifications; the 

development of plan and process charts indicating dimensions, tolerances, fasteners, joint requirements and other 

engineering data; the development of models; and drafting multiple view assembly and sub-assembly drawings as 

required for manufacture, construction and repair of mechanisms. 

 

This a 2-year, 6-credit program that students begin in 11th grade is an instructional program that generally prepares 

individuals to apply technical knowledge and skills as each relates to gathering and translating of data or 

specifications including basic aspects of planning, preparing and interpreting mechanical, architectural, chemical, 

structural, civil, pneumatic, marine, electrical/electronic, topographical and other drawings and sketches used in 

various engineering fields. The J.P. McCaskey High School Drafting and Design Technology/Technician program 

provides students the opportunity to learn and develop basic drafting techniques and computer aided drafting skills. It 

is suited for the pre-technical and the pre-college student alike and is ideal for the student with intentions of pursuing 

careers in Mechanical, Electrical, Architectural, and Civil Engineering in addition to Architectural and Interior 

design, Computer Graphics and Computer Animation. 
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CADD I (CD201) .............................................................................................................. ............................ 2.0 credits 

 

CADD II (CD301).............................................................................................................. ............................ 4.0 credits 

 
 

Electronics/Electrical, Electronic and Communications Engineering Technology 

CIP code 15.0303 

 

"This program offers the curriculum framework as prescribed by the Program of Study.” This is an instructional 

program that prepares individuals to apply basic electronic principles and technical skills to the production, calibration, 

estimation, testing, assembling, installation and maintenance of electronic equipment. Emphasis is on passive 

components and solid-state devices; digital circuits; optoelectronic devices; operational amplifiers; audio and RF 

amplifiers; oscillators; power supplies; and AM, FM and PCM modulators. Knowledge is acquired through theoretical 

instruction, experimentation and hands-on activities. Instruction will develop basic levels of knowledge, understanding 

and associated skills essential for entry-level employment in communications, industrial electronics, digital processing, 

robotics, avionics, biomedical technology and other electronics occupations. 

 

This is a 2-year, 6-credit program that student begin in 11th grade where students receive theoretical knowledge and 

practical skills in direct current circuits, alternating current circuits, semiconductors, digital electronics, test 

equipment applications and soldering skills from through hole to surface mount. Students are provided with tools and 

parts required to build circuits needed to learn how to discern between operational and faulty circuitry. The electronic 

industry is a field with unlimited growth potential for motivated and qualified individuals. Students who complete 

this track are eligible to take the J-STD-001 Certification exam. This credential is widely recognized in the global 

electronics industry and has been endorsed by local electronics companies. 

 

Electronics I (EL201) .......................................................................................................................... ......... 2.0 credits 

 

Electronics II (EL301)...................................................................................... ............................................  4.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of EL201 and successful completion of Algebra or Honors Algebra. 

 

  COMMUNICATION ARTS CORE COURSES  
 

 

 
 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

Communication 

Arts (CA100) 

Honors Language & 

Composition 

(CA110) 

 

Communication Arts 

(CA200) 

Honors Literature & 

Composition (CA210) 

Communication Arts 

(CA300) 

AP Language & Comp 

AP Literature & Comp 

IB English A-HL Yr 1 

 
Communication Arts 

(CA400) 

IB English A-HL Yr 2 

 

Communication Arts 9 (CA100)................................................................................................. ................... 1.0 credit 

 

Communication Arts 9 is the introductory course for Communication Arts at the high school. In this course, students 

are expected to focus and/or sustain skills primarily in writing and reading learned prior to entering ninth grade. 

Teachers will focus instruction by modeling, guiding, and providing practice while directly teaching strategies and 

formatively assessing student learning. Teachers will also be able to sustain student independence in applying concepts, 

skills, and strategies that have been taught in previous levels as well as to extend learning in increasingly complex 

tasks. In this course, students will begin to develop a more sophisticated sense of writing coupled with a deeper ability 

to be critical readers and thinkers. 
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Communication Arts 10 (CA200)............................................................................ ....................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA100 or CA110. 

 

Communication Arts 10 is the second core course for Communication Arts at the high school. In this course students 

are expected to refine and extend the skills and strategies in reading, writing and language acquisition learned during 

the first year of Communication Arts. World literature is the focus of the course. A wide variety of genres are explored 

and critically analyzed for enhanced understanding of ancient and modern world cultures and world issues. 

In this course, students extend writing abilities developed during the first year of high school as well as deepen the 

ability to be active, critical and analytical readers and thinkers. Students analyze, synthesize, and evaluate various 

modes of writing and genres of text throughout the course in oral and written presentations. Students develop formal 

and informal research skills with an emphasis on using the MLA style. 

 

Honors Language and Composition (CA110) ......................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation. A summer assignment is required. 

 

Honors and Language Composition is the introductory course for Communication Arts at the high school. In this course, 

students are expected to focus and/or sustain skills primarily in writing and reading learned prior to entering ninth 

grade. Teachers will focus instruction by modeling, guiding, and providing practice while directly teaching strategies 

and formatively assessing student learning. Teachers will also be able to sustain student independence in applying 

concepts, skills, and strategies that have been taught in previous levels as well as to extend learning in increasingly 

complex tasks. 

 

In this course, students will begin to develop a more sophisticated sense of writing coupled with a deeper ability to be 

critical readers and thinkers through the analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of various modes of writing and genres of 

text. This course includes a summer reading assignment prior to the start of the course. 

 

Honors Literature and Composition (CA210) ................................................................................... ..... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA100 or CA110. A summer assignment is required. 

 

Honors Literature and Composition is the second core course for Communication Arts at the high school, and is 

designed for students desiring a deeper and more rigor understanding of communication skills at an accelerated pace. 

The basic format of the course is comparable to CA200 with a greater emphasis placed on disciplined writing and 

enhanced text analysis of reading assignments. Teachers will foster students’ independence in applying concepts, skills 

and strategies in reading, writing and language acquisition that have been taught in previous levels as well as well as 

extend student learning in increasingly complex tasks. 

 

A wide variety of genres focusing on world literature is explored and critically analyzed for enhanced understanding 

of ancient and modern world cultures, and world issues. 

 

In this course of study, students extend their writing sophistication through in-depth assignments as well as deepen 

their ability to be active, critical and analytical readers and thinkers as they analysis, synthesis, and evaluate various 

modes of writing and genres of text. Assignments include extensive oral and written presentations, a formal research 

paper, and a summer reading assignment prior to the start of the course. 

 

Communication Arts 11 (CA300)................................................................................................ ................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA200 or CA210. 

 

Communication Arts 11 is the third core course for Communication Arts at the high school. This course continues to 

refine, develop key communication skills taught in previous grades. The course is designed to foster a connection 

between studied course literature and students’ own lives. In-depth text analysis includes a range of modern and 

classical literature as well as nonfictional texts. Vocabulary acquisition and active, critical, and analytical reading are 

the focus areas for this course. In this course, students continue to develop increasingly complex research skills while 

defining their writing skills. Emphasis will be on formal writing of essays using the informational and persuasive modes 

of writing to enhance their communication skills. 
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Communication Arts 12 (CA400)................................................................................................ ................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA300. 

 

Communication Arts 12 is the culminating course of the four-year program. Students demonstrate their acquired 

communication arts skill sets through oral and written presentations, a formal research paper and critical analysis of a 

wide variety of genre. Emphasis is placed on continued development of writing in both formal and informal modes as 

well as increased use of comprehension strategies to deepening understand of classic and contemporary literature as 

well as challenging informational texts on a wide range of subjects. Enhancement of reading, writing and vocabulary 

acquisition is focused on throughout the course. In this course of study, students extend their writing skill set with 

focused instruction to demonstrate solid reasoning in developing clear and convincing written arguments. 

 

AP Language and Composition (CA803) ................................................................................................ 1.0 credit (w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA210 or administrative approval. 

 

This college-level AP writing course provides individualized instruction, critical analysis, and editorial comment for 

student. To take this course, students are typically skilled readers of complex prose from various periods and are able 

to write in a variety of modes and for a variety of purposes. Although this course is primarily a course in effective 

writing and the development of style, students are taught critical reading skills through a variety of expository texts. 

The course emphasizes skills that will prepare the student to take the three-hour AP examination. 

 

AP Literature and Composition (CA813) ....................................................................................... ........ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA210 or administrative approval. 

 

This college-level AP course stresses an in-depth study of selected works of world literature. Novels, short fiction, 

drama, and poetry are an integral part of the course. Close reading and contemplative, highly organized methods of 

expository writing and revision are components of the course. Methods of learning are as important as the subject 

matter studied. Time is spent reviewing previously given AP exams in preparation for the national AP exams. 

 

IB English A: Language & Literature (IB132) .....................................................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA210 or administrative approval. 

 

This course allows students to explore English through its cultural development and use, its media forms and 

functions, and its literature. From rap lyrics to graphic novels to speeches to poetry, this course introduces the critical 

study and interpretation of written and spoken texts from a wide range of literary and non-literary genres. The formal 

analysis of texts is supplemented by awareness that meaning is not fixed but can change in respect to contexts of 

production and consumption. Students develop skills of literary and textual analysis, and also the ability to present 

their ideas effectively. A key aim is the development of critical literacy across genre, text, and media. 

 

IB English A: Literature HL Year 1 (IB122) .................................................................................. ........ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of CA200 or CA210. 

 

This college-level IB course stresses an in-depth study of selected works of world literature. Literary works of all genres 

are studied intensively. Class discussion and written responses to novels, short fiction, drama, and poetry are an integral 

part of the course and content. Close reading and contemplative, highly organized methods of expository writing and 

revision are components of the course. Methods of learning are as important as the subject matter studied. Students 

taking this course are eligible to take the AP examination. 

 

IB English A: Literature HL Year 2 (IB223) .................................................................................. ......  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB122. 

 

Literary works of all genres are studied intensively in the continuation of the first year of this course. Class discussion 

and written responses to novels, short fiction, drama, and poetry are an integral part of the course and content. Close 

reading and contemplative, highly organized methods of expository writing and revision are components of the course. 
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Methods of learning are as important as the subject matter studied. Students taking this course are eligible to take the 

IB examination. 

COMMUNICATION ARTS ELECTIVES 

 

African American Literature (CA320) ........................................................................................................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: This course is an elective open to students in Grade 11 or 12. This course is not applicable toward the 

Communication Arts graduation requirement. 

This literature course provides an historical context to African American life to expose students to the contributions 

and plight of African Americans so that students understand the emotional, psychological, and social issues of African 

Americans. African American Literature focuses on the social, historical, and political themes that have permeated 

African American life. The course offers a variety of literature along with other artistic media to provide context and 

relevance to students seeking further understanding of African American culture and/or self. Students will use critical 

thinking skills to analyze, evaluate and synthesize text in discussions, through written responses and oral presentations 

as well as other project-based performance assessments. 

Note: This course is offered as an elective credit for students during the junior year. 

Newspaper Production (CA603)  ............................................................................................... ................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of application form and instructor’s approval. This course is an elective open to 

any student. This course is not applicable toward the Communication Arts graduation requirements. 

The course involves interviewing, writing, editing, headlining, page design, photography, and regular distribution of 

the student newspaper. This class has a core group of editors, managers and reporters who publish the Vidette. A 

willingness to learn PageMaker is required. Interview times are scheduled following completion of an application. 

Yearbook Production (CA613) ................................................................................................. .................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Approval of application by instructor. Additional time is needed outside the regular school day. This 

course is an elective and is not applicable toward Communication Arts graduation requirements. 

Students produce the Echo, a 200-page plus history of McCaskey High School Campus, for the given school year. 

Writing stories and captions, designing layouts, selling advertisements, taking pictures, organizing a sales campaign, 

and distributing the yearbook are major responsibilities for those taking this course. Students are expected to work 

beyond class time to meet deadlines. A willingness to learn the Yearbook Avenue online program is imperative. 

Applications are available from the advisor beginning the first of March. 

Journalism (CA700) ................................................................................................................... ................... 1.0 credit 

This course emphasizes the mechanics, styles, ethics, and skills involved in journalistic writing. Students explore topics 

in the history of American journalism and the impact of journalism on American society. 

This course is an elective and is not applicable toward the Communication Arts graduation requirement. 

Speech and Debate (CA730) ................................................................................................... ...................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: This course is an elective open to students in Grade 11 or 12. This course is not applicable toward the 

Communication Arts graduation requirement. 

Students develop fundamental skills of effective communication, with emphasis on listening, speaking, discussing, 

researching, planning, and presenting. Students will become familiar with all events offered for competition by the 

National Forensics League and will specialize in at least two events. Students have various opportunities to present, 

receive feedback, refine, and re-present and develop the competencies to become an effective oral communicator. This 

course is recommended for students in the Media Studies and Communications SLC and students interested in joining 

the Speech and Debate Club. 

Literary Magazine Production (CA761) ...................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of application form and instructor’s approval. This course is an elective open to 

any student. This course is not applicable toward the Communication Arts graduation requirements. 

Students in this class examine and produce various forms of writing, including nonfiction, fiction, and poetry, with the 

goal of writing for contests and/or publication.  They also comprise the staff of the Burning Glass literary   magazine 
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and master all steps in preparing the magazine for the printer: advertising, writing, critiquing, layout (using Quark), 

and proofing. 

SAT Vocabulary Prep (CA770) ................................................................................................. ................... 0.5 credit 

 

This one-semester course is primarily for juniors and seniors who want to improve their vocabulary and comprehension 

skills for taking the SAT test and in preparation for college. Sophomores could also enroll if space is available. The 

class is designed to help students improve test taking strategies, as well as comprehension skills. This course is not 

applicable toward Communication Arts graduation requirements. 

 

 

  MATHEMATICS CORE COURSES  
 

 

8th 12th 9th 10th 11t

h 

Honors 

Algebra I 

Geometry or Honors 

Geometry 

Algebra 1A 

Algebra I 

Honors Algebra 1 

Algebra II or 

Honors Algebra II 

Statistics 

AP Stats 

Pre Calc 

Honors Pre Calc 

Financial Algebra 

Alg III/Trig 

AP Calculus AB 

Statistics 

AP Stats 

Pre Calc 

Honors Pre Calc 

Financial Algebra 

Alg III/Trig 

AP Calculus BC 

Math 8 Algebra IA 

Algebra  

Honors Algebra 

Algebra 

Geometry  

Honors Geometry 

Geometry 

Algebra  II 

Honors Algebra II 

Statistics 

AP Stats 

Pre Calc 

Honors Pre Calc 

Financial Algebra 

Alg III/Trig 

AP Calculus AB 

 

Algebra I (MA101) ........................................................................................................... ............................... 1.0 credit 

 

MA101 is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements for graduation. In addition this course prepares 

students to pass the Keystone Algebra I Exam. In this course, students learn, through investigations and the use of 

technology, about rates, linear relationships, functions (exponential and quadratic), as well as recursion, proportional 

reasoning, and exploration of data. The algebra course incorporates geometry (parallel and perpendicular lines, squares, 

and area) in order to build connections between the mathematical disciplines and to keep students’ skills sharp. The 

Keystone Algebra I Exam is given at the conclusion of this course and a student must pass it to graduate in the state of 

Pennsylvania. If a student does not pass the Keystone Algebra I Exam at the conclusion of this course, it will impact 

their course selections for future years. 

 

Algebra IA (MA102) ......................................................................... .............................................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Student must be in Grade 9. 

 

This is the first of a two-part course in Algebra I. A student can elect to take this class or will be placed in this course 

based on need. In this course, students will study: Operations and properties of real numbers, Solving equations and 

inequalities, Percentages, proportions, and similar figures, Graphs, functions, and formulas, Linear equations and their 

graphs, Data and statistics, Probability, Graphing inequalities, Systems of equations and inequalities. 
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Honors Algebra (MA111) ...................................................................................................... .................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation, 8th grade PSSA scores of Proficient or Advanced, Grade of B or better in 

Math 8. 

 

MA111 is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements for graduation. In this course, students learn, 

through investigations and the use of technology, about rates, linear relationships, functions, as well as recursion, 

proportional reasoning, and exploration of data. The algebra course incorporates geometry in order to build connections 

between the mathematical disciplines and to keep students’ skills sharp. The honors option requires students to 

participate in a series of extension activities that increase the breadth and depth of the regular curriculum. The Keystone 

Algebra I Exam is given at the conclusion of this course and a student must pass it to graduate in the state of 

Pennsylvania. If a student does not pass the Keystone Algebra I Exam at the conclusion of this course, it will impact 

their course selections for future years. Students who do not score a Proficient or Advanced score on the Keystone 

Algebra I exam may not continue to take courses at the honors levels in mathematics. 

 

Geometry (MA201)............................................................................................................. ............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA101, MA103 or MA111. 

 

MA201 is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements for graduation. In this course, students learn, 

through investigations and the use of technology, about the properties of geometric figures (polygons and circles, 

parallel and perpendicular lines, triangle relationships, area, properties of polyhedrons, etc.), inductive and deductive 

reasoning, transformations, and trigonometry ratios. Algebra concepts are revisited throughout the duration of the 

course to enable students to maintain their Algebra skills for success in subsequent courses. 

 

Honors Geometry (MA211) ..................................................................................................... ................. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA101 or MA111 with a grade of C or higher. 

 

MA211 is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements for graduation. In this course, students learn, 

through investigations and the use of technology, about the properties of geometric figures (polygons and circles, 

parallel and perpendicular lines, triangle relationships, area, properties of polyhedrons), inductive and deductive 

reasoning, transformations, and trigonometry ratios. Algebra concepts are revisited throughout the duration of the 

course to enable students to maintain their Algebra skills for success in subsequent courses. The honors option requires 

students to participate in a series of extension activities that increase the breadth and depth of the regular curriculum. 

 

Advanced Algebra (MA301)..................................................................................................... ...................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA201 or MA211. 

 

MA301 is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements for graduation. In this course students study 

functions and transformations; exponential, power, logarithmic, and polynomial functions; matrices and linear systems; 

and parametric equations and trigonometric relationships. Geometry concepts are maintained and enhanced through the 

course and students are introduced to some pre-calculus concepts. 

 

Honors Advanced Algebra (MA311) ............................................................................................. .......... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA211 ( B or higher) and Proficient or Advanced on the Keystone Algebra I 

exam. 

 

MA311 is the third year of a four-year mathematics program that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements. In this 

course students study functions and transformations; exponential, power, logarithmic, and polynomial functions; 

matrices and linear systems; and parametric equations and trigonometric relationships. Geometry concepts are 

maintained and enhanced through the course and students are introduced to some pre-calculus concepts. The honors 

option requires students to participate in a series of extension activities that increase the breadth and depth of the regular 

curriculum. 
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Statistics (MA620) .......................................................................................................... ................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA301 or MA311. 

 

Statistics is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirement for graduation. This course offers an integrated 

approach to the study of statistics. Students will design and carry out Sampling and Simulations of statistical studies. 

They will use data to construct frequency distributions and graphs, Correlations and Regressions, Discrete Probabilities 

and Normal Distributions. Students will also engage in Hypothesis Testing and Differences Testing. Situations provided 

will be real world and students will interpret, discuss, and apply statistical concepts to current data to make predictions 

for future trends/outcomes. Homework is an integral part of the course. 

 

Algebra III/Trigonometry (MA640) ................................................................................... ........................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA301 or MA311. 

 

Algebra III/Trigonometry is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirements for graduation. This course will 

enhance the higher level thinking skills developed in Advanced Algebra through a more in-depth study of those 

concepts and exploration of some Pre-Calculus concepts. Students will study radical expressions, exponential functions, 

conics, the six trigonometric functions and their inverses and graphs, solving trigonometric equations, and applications 

of trigonometry. Algebra III/ Trigonometry is a course intended for students who have completed Advanced Algebra. 

This course is recommended for juniors who wish to take Pre-Calculus during their senior year and for college-bound 

seniors who desire to strengthen their essential algebra skills and basic Trigonometry. 

 

Pre-Calculus (MA652) ........................................................................ ............................................................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA301 or MA311. 

 

Pre-Calculus is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirement for graduation. The course begins with an 

overview of foundational mathematics to support students’ successful attainment of pre-calculus concepts. Topics 

revisited are Real Numbers, Cartesian Coordinate System, Linear Equations and Inequalities, Lines in the Plane, 

Solving Equations and Inequalities (Graphically, Numerically, and Algebraically), and Complex Numbers. Students 

investigate and learn about functions (Polynomial, Power, Rational, Exponential, Logistic, Logarithmic, and 

Trigonometric), Analytic Trigonometry, Applications of Trigonometry, Systems and Matrices, Analytic Geometry 

(Two and Three Dimensions), and are introduced to Calculus (Limits, Derivatives, and Integrals). This course prepares 

students for Calculus. 

 

Honors Pre-Calculus (MA662) ............................................................................................................ ..... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA311 with a grade of B or higher and a score of Proficient or Advanced on 

the Keystone Algebra I exam. 

 

Honors Pre-Calculus is a course that satisfies the mathematics credit requirement for graduation. The course begins 

with an overview of foundational mathematics to support students’ successful attainment of pre-calculus concepts. 

Topics revisited are Real Numbers, Cartesian Coordinate System, Linear Equations and Inequalities, Lines in the Plane, 

Solving Equations and Inequalities (Graphically, Numerically, and Algebraically), and Complex Numbers. Students 

investigate and learn about functions (Polynomial, Power, Rational, Exponential, Logistic, Logarithmic, and 

Trigonometric), Analytic Trigonometry, Applications of Trigonometry, Systems and Matrices, Analytic Geometry 

(Two and Three Dimensions), and are introduced to Calculus (Limits, Derivatives, and Integrals). This course prepares 

students for Calculus. The honors option requires students to participate in a series of extension activities that increase 

the breadth and depth of the regular curriculum. 

 

IB Math Analysis SL (IB433) ................................................................................................. ................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA311. 

 

This course is designed to provide a background of mathematical thought and a reasonable level of technical ability for 

those wishing to take a more calculus-oriented IB Mathematics course. It is intended to provide a sound mathematical 

basis for those students planning to pursue further studies in such fields as mathematics, science, economics, and 
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business administration. The course requires completion of a portfolio of at least one mathematical problem given by 

the instructor. This course prepares students to complete the IB Mathematics SL examination. 

IB Math Applications SL (IB443) ..........................................................................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA311. 

 

The course concentrates on mathematics that can be applied to contexts related as far as possible to other subjects being 

studied, to common real-world occurrences and to topics that relate to home, work and leisure situations. The course 

includes project work, a feature unique within this group of courses: students must produce a project, a piece of written 

work based on personal research, guided and supervised by the teacher. The project provides an opportunity for students 

to carry out a mathematical investigation in the context of another course being studied, a hobby or interest of their 

choice, using skills learned before and during the course. This process allows students to ask their own questions about 

mathematics and to take responsibility for a part of their own course of studies in mathematics. The students most likely 

to select this course are those whose main interests lie outside the field of mathematics, and for many students this 

course will be their final experience in formal mathematics. All parts of the syllabus have therefore been carefully 

selected to ensure that an approach starting with first principles can be used. As a consequence, students can use their 

own inherent, logical thinking skills and do not need to rely on standard algorithms and remembered formulae. Students 

likely to need mathematics for the achievement of further qualifications should consider an alternative mathematics 

course. 

 

AP Calculus AB (MA813) ................................................................................................... ...................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA662 with a grade of B or higher. 

 

AP Calculus AB prepares students to succeed in four-year colleges and universities and provides opportunities for 

students to earn college credits while in high school. This course is a college-level mathematics course that prepares 

students to continue their study of calculus in college. Content includes elementary differential and integral calculus, 

including analytic geometry as required for development of the concepts of calculus. Students work with functions 

represented in a variety of ways; develop an understanding of the connections among these representations, derivatives, 

and the use of derivatives to solve a variety of problems. Technology is used to help solve problems, conduct 

experiments, interpret results, and verify conclusions. This course prepares students to complete the AP examination 

for Calculus AB. 

 

AP Calculus BC (MA823) ......................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA662 or IB433 with a grade of B or higher. 

 

AP Calculus BC is a full-year high school mathematics course that is comparable to calculus found in colleges and 

universities. AP Calculus BC progresses at a faster pace than AP Calculus AB. Calculus BC includes all topics covered 

in Calculus AB plus additional topics. Content includes elementary differential and integral calculus, including analytic 

geometry. Students work with functions represented in a variety of ways; develop an understanding of the connections 

among these representations, derivatives and the use of derivatives to solve a variety of problems. Technology is used 

to help solve problems, conduct experiments, interpret results, and verify conclusions. Students take the AP 

examination for Calculus BC. 

It is strongly recommended that a student take MA813: AP Calculus AB before taking this course. 

 

AP Statistics (MA833) ....................................................................................................... ........................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA301 or MA311 with a grade of C or higher. 

 

This course is designed to be a non-theoretical, practical course in applied statistics. It is highly recommended for 

students planning to major in areas such as biology, psychology, sociology, economics, and medicine. This course 

benefits students planning to attend college or technical school. Topics included in this course are: measures of central 

tendency, variability, reliability, correlations, simple hypothesis testing, treatment of experimental data, and regression. 
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MATHEMATICS ELECTIVES 

 

Financial Algebra: Adv. Alg. w/ Financial Applications (MA670) ............................................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of MA101/111, MA201/211, and MA301/311 

 

Financial Algebra combines algebraic and graphical models with business and personal finance topics. Students will 

use advanced algebraic tools to analyze, solve, and model various functions in a financial context. Sample units include: 

Investments, Banking Services, Retirement Planning, Taxes, and Modeling a Business. Financial Algebra is a real- 

world, applications-based course that synthesizes topics taught in Algebra I, Geometry, and Advanced Algebra. It is 

intended to prepare students to navigate the complex financial world by applying tools from core high school 

mathematics courses. 

 

Honors Financial Algebra: Adv. Alg. w/ Financial Apps (MA680) ...................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of MA101/111, MA201/211, and MA301/311 

 

Financial Algebra combines algebraic and graphical models with business and personal finance topics. Students will 

use advanced algebraic tools to analyze, solve, and model various functions in a financial context. Sample units include: 

Investments, Banking Services, Retirement Planning, Taxes, and Modeling a Business. Financial Algebra is a real- 

world, applications-based course that synthesizes topics taught in Algebra I, Geometry, and Advanced Algebra. It is 

intended to prepare students to navigate the complex financial world by applying tools from core high school 

mathematics courses. The honors option requires students to participate in a series of extension activities that increase 

the breadth and depth of the regular curriculum. 

 

SAT Math Prep (MA770) ....................................................................................................... ........................ 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA201 with a grade of C or higher. 

 

This one-semester course is primarily for juniors and seniors who want to improve their mathematical, problem-solving 

skills and test-taking strategies for the SAT and to prepare for college math classes. Students will complete all sections 

of the College Board Online SAT preparation course and take timed practice tests. They will also develop a better 

understanding of algebraic concepts and geometric properties. 

Note: The course is not applicable for math graduation requirements. It is an elective choice. 
 

 

  SCIENCE CORE COURSES  

 

Foundations of Science (SC100) .............................................................................................. ....................... 1.0 credit 

 

This course introduces students to major biological and environmental concepts through scientific inquiry while 

providing a foundation in Keystone Biology concepts. The course is arranged with students exploring concepts related 

to scientific inquiry first through the completion of a STEM project. This is followed by study related to each of Earth’s 

major systems – Hydrosphere, Atmosphere, Geosphere, and Biosphere. 

 

Biology I (SC200)............................................................................................................ ................................. 1.0 credit 

 
Biology is a study of life. This course is an introduction to the life sciences and a beginning course for students who 

may wish to continue their studies in biology and related fields. Students demonstrate scientific competence by 

completing projects and scientific investigations. This course is designed to prepare students for the Keystone Biology 

Exam. 
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Honors Biology I (SC210) ....................................................................................................... .................. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation. 

 

Honors Biology is a first-year biology course designed specifically to meet the needs of the motivated student. The 

amount of work required outside of class and the difficulty of the material studied is greater than a general first-year 

biology course. This course combines academic study with the acquisition of research skills. Honors students will be 

expected to complete separate writing assignments related to scholarly journal articles in each of the four marking 

periods. In addition, honors lab and class work will be more individualized and a greater emphasis will be placed on 

student designed materials. This course is designed to prepare students for the Keystone Biology Exam. 

 

Chemistry A (SC300) ...................................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA101. 

 

Chemistry A is a first-year chemistry course that provides basic theories, mathematical aspects of chemistry and lab- 

centered activities appropriate for students planning to attend a four-year college as a non-science major. The first 

semester covers laboratory-centered topics related to matter and its classification, properties, and changes, atomic 

structures, periodic classification of the elements and chemical bonding. The second semester covers topics such as 

chemical nomenclature, stoichiometry, the Kinetic Molecular Theory, gas laws, states of matter, solutions, acid-base 

theory and equilibrium. 

 

Honors Chemistry (SC310)....................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA101. 

 

Honors Chemistry is a first-year chemistry course designed specifically to meet the needs of motivated students. This 

is an experimental science course that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and investigational 

skills. This course should be taken as preparation for IB Biology and/or IB Chemistry courses and is recommended for 

students planning to take advanced science courses in college and to enter a science-related field. The first semester of 

this course presents basic ideas of chemistry, employing a lab-centered approach. Students develop chemical principles 

as an outgrowth of experiments, demonstrations and through independent and group research investigations. Topics 

presented include matter and its classification, properties and changes of matter, atomic structure, periodicity, bonding 

concepts, and stoichiometry. Second semester topics include advanced stoichiometry, Kinetic Molecular Theory, states 

of matter, solutions and solubility, chemical kinetics and equilibrium principles, acid-base theory, and thermodynamics. 

 

Chemistry B (SC340).......................................................................................................... ............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA101. 

 

Chemistry B is a first-year chemistry program with less emphasis on theory and mathematical aspects than Chemistry 

A. This is a lab-centered approach to deliver adequate preparation for students planning on entering a two-year degree 

program or a vocational program. It serves as a laboratory science for college acceptance. The first semester of this 

laboratory-centered course covers the topics of laboratory safety and equipment, measurement, graphing, properties 

and changes of matter, matter and its classification, atomic theory, periodic classification of the elements, and chemical 

bonding. The second semester covers topics such as Kinetic Molecular Theory, chemical reactions, solutions, acid-base 

theory, and gas laws. 

 

**A note to potential AP Biology or AP Chemistry students: The two-year IB program options may be of particular 

interest to students who want an advanced placement experience but might have concerns about pace or the amount of 

material that is required in a one-year AP science course. The IB programs may prepare students for the AP examination 

after the two-year IB program in biology or chemistry. Please review the following course descriptions and contact a 

science teacher for more specific information. 
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IB Biology SL (IB605) ....................................................................................................... ........................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC210 or SC310. 

 

IB Biology SL is a general scientific study of living organisms. The course focuses on human biology and the impact 

of policies and practices as related to medicine, agriculture, pollution and genetics. IB Biology SL is well suited to the 

student who is interested in biology but whose principle interests are in other subjects. IB Biology SL students are 

expected to engage in laboratory investigations and group projects as part of the course requirements. 

Note: Completing this course, IB Biology Standard (SL), does qualify a student to take the second-year course, IB 

Biology Higher Level (HL). 

 

IB Biology HL (IB615) .................................................................................................. ............................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB605. 

 

IB Biology HL continues the IB Biology sequence by taking a deeper look at the molecular and biochemical aspects 

of Biology along with evolution, plant study, and genetics. 

 

IB Chemistry SL (IB625) .......................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of MA101, SC210 and SC310. 

 

IB Chemistry SL ensures that the requirements of IB students who wish to enter higher education in the sciences are 

met. This course consists of a subject-specific core of study, in addition to the Group 4 Project. The core of study 

provides an excellent foundation in chemistry for all students as well as opportunities to explore chemistry within a 

global context. Students are challenged to consider the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications 

of using science and technology. 

 

IB Chemistry HL (IB663) ............................................................................................... .......................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB625. 

 

IB Chemistry HL builds upon the content by exploring topics in greater detail and by broadening the area of study to 

include theoretical aspects of chemistry and practical laboratory experiences. The course includes the study of two 

topics, one of which is organic chemistry. Each topic involves thirty hours (30) of study. 

Note: If the student intends to pursue a career in a science-related field, it is strongly recommended that the IB Physics 

SL course be taken as an elective before or concurrently with IB Chemistry HL. 

 

IB Environmental Systems & Studies (IB655) .................................................................................. ....  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC210. 

 

The IB environmental systems and societies standard level course aims to provide students with a coherent 

perspective of the interrelationships between environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to adopt an 

informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will inevitably come to face. 

The course aims to promote an understanding of environmental processes, analysis of environmental issues at local 

and global levels, and the critical awareness of a diversity of cultural perspectives. 

 

IB Physics SL (IB705) ....................................................................................................... ........................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC840 

 

Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences and a foundation for the study of the universe itself, from 

the smallest particles, quarks, to the vast distances between galaxies. Students study a combination of theories such as 

Newtonian mechanics, electromagnetism and thermodynamics; quantum mechanics and general relativity; Lap Lace's 

chaos theory with observation, experimentation, and scientific processes. In this course, students will learn the 

technological and physical aspects of the natural world and discuss the profound impact physics has had on society, 

including the moral, ethical, social, economic, and environmental implications of the work of physicists. 
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IB Physics HL (IB710) ....................................................................................................... ....................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB705. 

 

IB Physics HL is the second year of a two-year program. Students will complete all requirements of the IB Physics 

HL curriculum including the Group 4 project and all laboratory components. Topics of study include astrophysics, 

wave phenomena, global warming, radio communications, and a further study into IB Physics SL topics. 

 

IB Design Technology SL (IB720).............................................................................................. .............. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA301. 

 

Diploma Program design technology is based on a model of learning that incorporates knowledge, skills and design 

principles in problem-solving contexts, while at the same time maximizing the use of local and readily available 

resources. It assumes no previous experience in either technology or design. The intent is not solely the acquisition of 

knowledge about design and technology, which may change or become outdated, but it is about learning how to adapt 

to new experiences and to approach problems with the appropriate skills and the relevant techniques to identify the 

important elements and, crucially, to develop the optimum solutions. The design cycle is at the core of the course, and 

it is expected that students will use this process in the practical investigative work as well as in the theory. Each element 

in the design cycle represents an aspect of design technology, which, when viewed together, constitutes a holistic 

approach. Any given element is therefore only to be seen in the context of the whole process. 

 

AP Biology (SC800) .......................................................................................................... ......................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC300, SC340 or SC310 with a grade of C or higher. 

 

AP Biology is a second-year biology course with an emphasis on preparation for the AP Biology test. Successful 

performance on this test may lead to exemption from the first year of biology in college. AP Biology covers basic 

topics including chemical aspects of biological processes, such as cellular respiration, photosynthesis, and heredity. 

 

AP Environmental Science (SC810)............................................................................................. ............ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC100 and SC200 or permission of instructor. 

 

The AP Environmental Science course provides students with the scientific principles, concepts and methodologies 

required to understand interrelationships within the natural world. The course covers environmental issues, natural 

resources, energy use, population dynamics, and society’s impact on the environment. This class prepares students to 

take the AP Environmental Science test. 

 

AP Chemistry (SC820) ........................................................................................................ ...................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA201 (C or higher) & C or higher in SC300 or SC310. 

A first-year Physics course should be taken concurrently or successfully completed prior to this course. 

 

The AP Chemistry course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken during the first 

year of college. Meaningful laboratory work is important in fulfilling the requirement of a college level science course. 

Therefore, special emphasis is given to lab-centered activities. AP chemistry is designed for the student who intends to 

matriculate in a chemistry-related curriculum in college such as engineering, pre-medicine, chemistry, or environmental 

life science. Other students who are not entering a scientific area may enroll in this course with the intention of attaining 

an adequate score on the AP examination and perhaps receive credit for a chemistry course in college. All students 

should be electing this course for the purpose of being well prepared for the AP chemistry examination and college 

studies in chemistry. 

Note: Students who want to study topics in organic chemistry more deeply should explore the two-year IB Chemistry 

HL program.  See a chemistry teacher for more information. 
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AP Physics (SC840) ................................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA201. 

 

“The AP Physics course is designed to enable you to develop the ability to reason about physical phenomena using 

important science process skills such as explaining causal relationships, applying and justifying the use of 

mathematical routines, designing experiments, analyzing data and making connections across multiple topics such as 

Newtonian mechanics; mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. This AP Physics course is 

equivalent to the first semester of a typical introductory, algebra based physics course.” 

 

Physics (SC400) ............................................................................................................. .................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA201. 

 

This course is offered for those students interested in pursuing a science-related field of study in college or in obtaining 

a strong background in fundamental physics concepts. Physics is the study of the nature of matter and energy and their 

varied relationships. Some of the topics include motion, mechanics, force, light, sound, electricity, and heat. 

Note: For students who intend to go into a science-related field. It is strongly recommended that students take this 

physics course before or concurrently with any other advanced science course. 

 

Biology IIA (SC410) ......................................................................................................... ............................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC200 and an interest in a biology-related field. 

 

Biology IIA continues the study of biology beyond the first-year course and places an emphasis on topics relevant to 

health-related fields. The amount of work required outside of class and the difficulty of the material studied is greater 

than in first-year biology. First semester topics include human anatomy and physiology, with sub-topics focused on 

each of the major body systems and with an extended dissection of a fetal pig. Second semester topics include nutrition 

with an emphasis on how nutrition affections cellular functions. 

 

Biology IIB (SC420).......................................................................................................... ............................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SC200. 

 

This course is intended for college-bound students who are not pursuing a degree in science or health care and continues 

the study of topics introduced in Biology IA. 

 

Astronomy (SC450) ........................................................................................................... ............................ 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MA201 and SC100. 
 

Astronomy is a one-semester course based on the study of planets, stars, galaxies, and the universe. Current events in 

astronomy are discussed. Students will be able to know how to use a telescope, explain the concepts of rocketry, apply 

terrestrial concepts to night-sky viewing, and explain the history of the universe. 

 

  SOCIAL STUDIES CORE COURSES  
 

Courses in social studies are designed to promote active citizenship, cultural understanding, and historical knowledge 

used in post-secondary education and in the world of work. The Social Studies Department has course offerings at the 

pre-college, IB, and AP levels. A passing grade on an AP test can earn students as much as three (3) college credits at 

many universities. 

 

Modern United States History (SS101) ........................................................................................ ................. 1.0 credit 
 

This course covers United States History from 1877 to the present. It is the required social studies course for all 

freshmen, except those enrolled in the Honors Modern United States History course. 

 

 

Honors Modern United States History (SS111) ..................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 
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Prerequisite: Recommendation of social studies teacher. 
 

Honors Modern United States History is a course designed specifically to meet the needs of the motivated student. The 

amount of work required outside of class and the difficulty of the material studied is greater than a general Modern 

United States History course. This course combines academic study with the acquisition of critical and analytical skills. 

Note: This course can be taken to satisfy the Grade 9 Modern United States History graduation requirement. 
 

World Cultures (SS200) ............................................................................................. .................................... 1.0 credit 
 

In this course, students study the seven major cultural regions of the world. It is the required social studies course for 

all sophomores, except those enrolled in the AP World History course. 
 

Civics and Government (SS302) ............................................................................................................ ........ 1.0 credit 
 

This course studies both the form and function of the United States government as well as the role of the citizen in a 

modern democracy. All levels of government will be focused upon to support students in their comprehensive role in 

the election process and being active in groups and organizations to foster democracy. This is the required social studies 

course for all juniors except those who are enrolled in the AP United States Government and Politics course or are 

pursuing an IB diploma. 
 

IB History of the Americas HL Year I (IB733) ............................................................... ....................... 1.0 credit(w) 
 

This course is a regional study option which includes the United States, Latin America, and Canada. Spanning from 

the early 18th century through the mid-1990s, students analyze the political, social, economic, and cultural 

developments of nations in addition to the examination of hemispheric relations. Thematic studies include the colonial 

period, movements of independence, the evolution of new governments and confederation, issues of race including 

slavery, the United States Civil War, post-World War II, the Civil Rights movement, and the Mexican and Cuban 

revolutions. Throughout the course, students participate in the process of historical inquiry and thinking, assess 

accuracy and reliability of historical resources, and consider conflicting interpretations of past events. 

Note: IB candidates must complete both year one and year two for HL credit. 
 

IB History of Europe HL Year I (IB743) ...................................................................................... ......... 1.0 credit(w) 
 

This offering corresponds to most European History courses found in colleges and universities. It consists of a thorough 

study of European History from the French Revolution to 1995. Students are expected to be familiar with concepts, 

major historical facts, historical analysis, and the entire chronology of European history during that period. There is a 

strong emphasis on understanding the themes in modern European history, the consequences of European contacts with 

other areas of the world, and the analysis of historical evidence. Students are required to study a selection of the 

following topics: causes, practices and effects of war; nationalist and independence movements, decolonization and 

challenges facing new states, the rise and rule of single party states, the establishment and work of international 

organizations, and the Cold War.  Students will complete a major research paper. 

Note: IB candidates must complete both year one and year two for HL credit. 

IB Twentieth Century Topics SL and HL Year II (IB755) ................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: For the HL class – either History of the Americas or History of Europe. At the end of the course, 

students are eligible to take the international examination which may result in college credit. 
 

IB Twentieth Century Topics is a thematic based study of modern world history. Students will examine the general 

causes, practices, and effects of war and make connections to current events in Iraq. The second topic covered is peace 

and cooperation. Students will evaluate the effectiveness of organizations such as the League of Nations and the United 

Nations. The final unit of study is the Cold War. Students will examine its causes, the major events including the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, and the end of the Cold War. 

Note: This course may be taken by juniors as an IB Standard Level class or by seniors as the IB Higher Level History 

class. 

AP United States Government and Politics (SS802) ............................................................................ .. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of SS200, SS803 or administrative approval. 
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This course is comparable to an introductory college course in United States Government and involves extensive 

reading and writing assignments. Students are expected to take notes from printed material, lectures, discussions, and 

write essay exams and research papers. Students also are expected to use highly developed critical thinking skills to 

present material orally, in simulations, and in writing. Students become informed of current developments in the field 

of political science and government generally. 

Note:  This course can be taken to satisfy the Grade 11 U.S. Government course required for graduation. 
 

AP World History (SS803) ....................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Permission of social studies teacher for students in Grade 10. 
 

This course is comparable to an introductory college course in World History and is designed to prepare students to 

succeed on the Advanced Placement test. The course involves historical analysis and document analysis from multiple 

perspectives. Themes include continuity and change, demographic social systems, intellectual development, politics, 

and culture. 

Note: This course can be taken to satisfy the Grade 10 World Cultures course required for graduation. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 
 

Street Law (SM340)........................................................................................................... .............................. 1.0 credit 
 

The Street Law course will provide a practical understanding of the law and the legal system that will be of use to 

students in their everyday lives. It will promote awareness of current issues and controversies relating to law and the 

legal system; bring about a greater sense of justice, tolerance, and fairness; develop a willingness and an ability to 

resolve disputes through informal and formal mechanisms; and improve understanding of the roles that the law, 

lawyers, law enforcement officers, and the legal system play in our democracy. This course is recommended for 

students interested in a career in law and/or criminal justice. (This course was formerly titled Advanced Citizenship.) 
 

History of Film (SS425) ..................................................................................................... ............................. 1.0 credit 
 

This course explores aspects of film making as well as those cultural, religious and political questions that films 

generate. The purpose of this course is to familiarize the student with key concepts and vocabulary needed for analyzing 

movies, to establish the value of film within social history, and to consider the impact of film and mixed media on the 

culture. Terms such as symbolism, Communism, family, marriage, and genre are analyzed using films such as Roots, 

Dances with Wolves, Schindler’s List, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Citizen Kane. 
 

Introduction to Economics (SS450)............................................................................................ .................... 1.0 credit 
 

This course is an introduction to basic economic concepts and also to real time applications of economic principles. 

Discussed are the concepts of macroeconomics and microeconomics. Under microeconomics, the focus is on the 

fundamental problem of scarcity and resource allocation in a market, supply and demand, and types of firms. Under 

macroeconomics, the focus is the U.S. economy, the role of the government, monetary policy, fiscal policy, the banking 

system, and international trade. 

 

Ethnic Studies (SS465) ...................................................................................................... .............................. 1.0 credit 

 

This course focuses on major events, accomplishments, tragedies, current issues and relationships that minorities share 

with one another and the majority. Students will engage in role-playing activities, discuss stereotypes, and develop a 

greater understanding of our nation’s diverse society, including the impact that growth of diverse populations will have 

on society. 

 

 

 

Introduction to Sociology (SS540)............................................................................................ ...................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Student must be enrolled in 11th or 12th grade. 
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This course is an introduction to the study of society. Students will learn major theories and key concepts of sociology 

and analyze important social problems such as alcoholism, violence, drugs, crime, inequality, lifestyle preferences, and 

environmental abuse within the context of social change. Students will assess their own social backgrounds. 

Introduction to Psychology (SS550)............................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Student must be enrolled in 11th or 12th grade. 

The objective of this course is to introduce students to a broad range of topics associated with the study of psychology. 

Topics included in this course are: psychology as a behavioral science, human learning, physiological psychology, 

motivation, feeling and emotion, sensation and perception, memory, child development, adolescence, intelligence, 

stress, personality, and abnormal behavior. Students will use objective methods of the scientific research to explore 

topics and participate in discussions, create projects, and relate situations from their own environment to the course 

content. 

World Religions (SS570) ................................................................................................................................. 1.0 credit  

Students will be introduced to the history and culture of major world religions. Religions to be studied fall into two 

major categories – the Abrahamic religions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and the Dharmic religions of Hinduism, 

Buddhism, and Sikhism. Features examined include origin, maps, branches, worship, prayer, myths, stories, symbols, 

calendar, leader or prophet, basic teachings, belief system, sacred text, rites of passage, places of worship, places of 

pilgrimage, holidays and festivals. 

IB Economics SL (IB713)...................................................................................................... .................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Students must be in Grades 11 or 12. 

Economics is a dynamic social science, forming part of the study of individuals and societies. The study of economics 

is essentially about the concept of scarcity and the problem of resource allocation. Although economics involves the 

formulation of theory, it is not a purely theoretical subject: economic theories can be applied to real-world examples. 

Neither is economics a discrete subject, since economics incorporates elements of history, geography, psychology, 

sociology, political studies and many other related fields of study. No particular background in terms of specific subjects 

studied for national or international qualifications is expected or required and no prior knowledge of economics is 

necessary for students to undertake a course of study based on this specification. A familiarity with economic concepts 

would be an advantage. 

IB Global Politics SL (IB723) ............................................................................................... .................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Student must be in 11th or 12th grade. 

This global politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality, sustainability, and peace 

in a range of contexts and at a variety of levels. It allows students to develop an understanding of the local, national, 

international and global dimensions of political activity, as well as allowing them the opportunity to explore political 

issues affecting their own lives. Global politics draws on a variety of disciplines in the social sciences and humanities. 

It helps students to understand abstract political concepts by grounding them in real world examples and case studies, 

while they draw comparisons between such examples and case studies to ensure a transnational perspective. Developing 

international mindedness and an awareness of multiple perspectives is at the heart of this course. It encourages dialogue 

and debate, nurturing the capacity to interpret competing and contestable claims. 

IB Psychology SL (IB751) .................................................................................................... .................... 1.0 credit(w) 

This course provides students with a basic introduction to all aspects of psychological study such as clinical, physical, 

and social psychology. It also provides students with the opportunity to do research and experimentation. Emphasis is 

given to the practical investigation of animal and human behavior. Students are required to conduct experiments and 

make observations using accepted ethical standards and appropriate methodological techniques. 

Note:  This course may serve as an IB elective, but not an IB Social Studies course. 
 

IB World Religions SL (IB753) ................................................................................................................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Students must be in Grades 11 or 12. 
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The course consists of an introductory unit, exploring five of the nine living world religions that form the basis of the 

syllabus. This is complemented by an in-depth study of two religions chosen from six world religions. This part of the 

syllabus is guided by themes, key concepts and key questions. The final component is the investigative study which 

provides opportunities for individual research of an aspect of the religious experience, practice or belief of a group 

and/or individual adherents. The Diploma Program world religions course seeks to promote respect for the diversity of 

religious beliefs, both locally and globally with the aim of enhancing international and inter-religious understanding. 

 

AP United States History (SS813) ............................................................................................ ................ 1.0 credit(w) 

 

This course is comparable to an introductory college survey course in United States History and is designed to prepare 

students to succeed on the Advanced Placement test. This course provides a chronological and thematic coverage with 

supplementary reading in the form of documents, essays, and books on special themes. In addition to developing a 

background of factual knowledge, students are expected to exercise skills of analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. 

Students are expected to take notes from printed material, lectures, discussions, and write essay exams and research 

papers. Students also are expected to use critical thinking skills to present material orally, in simulations, and in writing. 

This course may also be taken as an elective. 

 

AP European History (SS843).................................................................................................. ................ 1.0 credit(w) 

 

This course is comparable to an introductory college course in European History and is designed to prepare students to 

succeed on the Advanced Placement test. The course covers European history from 1450 to the present. Students need 

to be familiar with historical facts and the chronology of European history during that period. Special attention is given 

to themes in modern European history, the consequences of European contacts with other areas of the world, and 

analysis of historical evidence. 

 

  ART  

The Art Department offers a sequential curriculum of art experiences designed to promote student success and portfolio 

development. The Art Department strives to prepare students for art careers and admission to post-secondary art 

schools, colleges, and universities. 

 

General Art (AR100) ..................................................................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

 

General Art is a general introductory education class for non-art majors. The one-semester course covers drawing and 

painting techniques and perception skills. The class can be used for Pennsylvania graduation requirements. 

 

Foundations of Art (AR200) .................................................................................................. ....................... 1.0 credit 

 

In this introduction to the fundamentals of Art and Design, students focus on creating two-dimensional and three- 

dimensional projects. The class involves production, criticism, aesthetics, and art history. This class serves as an 

introduction to art for all students before they take an elective class in the arts. This class is recommended for students 

in Grades 9 and 10. 

 

ART HISTORY 

 

Art History (SS423) ......................................................................................................... ................................ 1.0 credit 

 

This survey course examines the concepts of visual and design qualities of art and promotes an appreciation of multiple 

art forms. Students examine painting, architecture, and sculpture from early history to the present. Special units focus 

on local architectural styles and visits to local museums. 

AP Art History (SS823)....................................................................................................... ...................... 1.0 credit(w) 

 

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding and knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting, 

and other art forms within diverse historical and cultural contexts. Students examine and critically analyze major forms 

of artistic  expression  from the  past and  the  present from a  variety of cultures.   AP  Art History also    emphasizes 
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understanding works in context and issues such as patronage, gender, and the functions and effects of works of art. The 

course is comparable to an introductory college survey course. Students who are successful on the Advanced Placement 

examination may receive college credit. 

 

CLAY 

 

Students use a variety of techniques to complete a series of clay projects in these one-semester courses. The students 

use slab rollers, hand construction, and glazing techniques to produce finished products. 

 

Clay I (AR500)................................................................................................................................................. 0.5 credit  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR100 or AR200. 

 

Clay II (AR510)  ............................................................................................................................................. 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR500. 

 

Clay III (AR520) ................................................................................................. ........................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR510. 

 

Clay IV (AR530) ............................................................................................................. ............................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR520. 

 

COMPUTER PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

Students learn how to use the computer to create beginning and advanced projects using Adobe Photoshop graphic 

software in these one-semester courses. 

 

Computer-Photography I (AR600) ....................................................................................................... ....... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR100 or AR200. 

 

Computer-Photography II (AR610) ............................................................................................................. 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR600. 

 

Computer-Photography III (AR620) ...................................................................... ..................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR610. 

 

Computer-Photography IV (AR630) ...................................................................................................... ..... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR620. 

 

DRAWING & PAINTING 

 

Students learn to draw and paint using a variety of media in these one-semester courses. Students first learn how to 

“see” by completing a series of drawings and projects. Students then learn how to use different types of paint media to 

complete a series of paintings in different styles. Students incorporate elements of art history, aesthetics, and art 

criticism in these classes. 

 

Drawing and Painting I (AR300)  ................................................................................................................. 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR200. 

 

Drawing and Painting II (AR310) .......................................................................................... ...................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR300. 
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Drawing and Painting III (AR320)  ........................................................................................... ................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR310. 

 

Drawing and Painting IV (AR330) ............................................................................................. .................. 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR320. 

 

ILLUSTRATOR DESIGN 

Illustrator Design will guide students through the tools and creative processes for computer illustration. Adobe 

Illustrator is a vector based computer program that is the standard in industry for design-based images. The program 

allows students to create art work that can be used in real world settings as commercial products, and it will form the 

critical programming and curricular backbone of the course. Illustrator is a companion program to Adobe Photoshop 

(taught as Computer Photo I-II and Computer Photo III-IV) and is ideal for students who wish to develop a deeper 

understanding of computer-based art or students who wish to have an introduction to computer art. Students in the 

Adobe Illustrator class will gain a deeper understanding of text and text manipulation, vector drawing, design 

composition, 3D graphing of images and page layout. 

 

The Illustrator Design class is about the creation of artwork through the process of drawing and designing. Students in 

the Illustrator class will gain a strong historical and aesthetical understanding of design from a broad range of sources. 

The expectation is that students will create original designs that show a mastery of the program. 

 

Illustrator Design I (AR560)........................................................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR200. 

 

Illustrator Design II (AR570) ............................................................................................... .......................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR560. 

 

PRINTMAKING 

These one-semester printmaking courses explore the traditions and techniques of printmaking. Printmaking is the 

ability to make multiple, identical images from a single source. Students explore techniques of mono-printing, linoleum 

cutting, and silkscreen printing. They use hand pressing and an etching press to create the original images. Printmaking 

is a bridge between the Digital Computer Photography class and the two-dimensional classes (Foundation Art and 

Drawing/Painting). The Printmaking course gives students in the AP or IB programs another creative approach in 

developing portfolio presentations. 

 

Printmaking I (AR650)  ...................................................................................................... ........................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR200. 

 

Printmaking II (AR660) ...................................................................................................... .......................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR650. 

 

Three-Dimensional Design (AR700) .................................................................................................. ............ 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR200. 

 

This one-semester course explores ideas based on form, structure and space. Students analyze three-dimensional 

components of visual art. They create a body of work using various techniques. Use of mediums such as lost wax, 

paper Mache, clay, cardboard construction, woodcarving, or plaster of Paris is used for finished products. Students 

may also choose to make jewelry from a variety of materials, such as beads, clay, etc. Elements of Art History, 

Aesthetics, and Art Criticism are presented in the course. 

STUDIO ART 

 

AP Studio Art I and II are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art and in 

developing their portfolio. AP Studio Art courses are not based on a written exam; instead, students submit portfolios 

for evaluation at the end of the school year. The AP Studio Art program makes it possible for highly motivated high 

school students to do college-level work. 
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This is a two-period, two-year studio sequence of classes. The AP program offers three portfolio options: 2D Design, 

3D Design, and Drawing. Students are required to purchase a sketchbook to be used regularly in and out of class. 

To be accepted into the AP Art program, students must fill out the AP Art Application and schedule an interview to 

review their portfolio with a member of the Art Department. Applications can be picked up in the guidance office of 

the Arts and Humanities SLC. 

For in-depth information on AP Studio Art, go to: www.collegeboard.com/apstudents. Click on, Studio Art. 
 

AP Studio Art I (AR805) .......................................................................................... ................................... 2.0 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR200 and permission of Instructor It is recommended that the student take 

Drawing and Painting before taking AP Studio Art. 

 

AP Studio Art II (AR807) ............................................................................................................................. 2.0 credits  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR805 with a grade of C or higher. Students are required to purchase a 

sketchbook to be used regularly in and out of class. 

 

IB ART & DESIGN 

 

The IB Art program makes it possible for highly motivated students to do college level work while in high school. 

Students explore concepts and techniques, historical and biographic facts important to art and culture. Students 

develop their own thoughts and style in art. 

Students explore three main areas: (1) In Visual Language, students develop skills in various areas of art, design, and 

crafts. (2) In Themes and Ideas, students acquire knowledge of the possibilities of art, design, and crafts. (3) In social, 

cultural, and other contextual references, students explore the influences and experiences that affect one’s work and 

that of other artists, crafts people, and designers. This is the approved art/design course offered by the IBO. Students 

work in various art formats and media to produce research workbooks and a formal art portfolio which are evaluated 

at the Standard Level or the Higher Level by IB examiners. 

 

The Standard Level requires a minimum of 150 hours of studio time. The Higher Level requires a minimum of 240 

hours of studio time. The students are expected to work outside of class to complete this requirement. 

 

IB Art & Design (IB111) ........................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AR200 with a grade of C or higher 

Note: IB Art is a two-year commitment in which students earn 1 credit per year. 

 

IB Art & Design II (IB112) .................................................................................................. ..................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB111. 

 

  MUSIC  
 

Piano Lab (MU503) ........................................................................................................... ............................. 0.5 credit 

 

In this one-semester course, students begin learning performance techniques for keyboard music. Students are exposed 

to music in a variety of genres, cultures, and historical periods. Students are involved in reading and interpretation of 

music. Performances include individual, small group, and classroom ensembles. Advanced students are given 

enrichment opportunities. 

 
 

Guitar Lab (MU513) .......................................................................................................... ............................. 0.5 credit 

 

In this one-semester course, students are exposed to a variety of performance styles on the guitar. Students are given 

the opportunity to play classical and acoustic guitars. Music is selected from various genres, cultures, and historical 

periods. Students learn a variety of strumming styles and classical melodic styles. Performances include individual, 

small group, and classroom ensembles. Advanced students are given enrichment opportunities. 

http://www.collegeboard.com/apstudents
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IB Music SL (IB503).......................................................................................................... ........................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of MU803 or permission of instructor. 

 

This course is a comprehensive and rigorous study of music. The course focuses on four elements of music: (1) 

Western Music (Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Twentieth Century), (2) World Music (music of Indonesia, Andes 

Mountains, and a culture of the students’ choice), (3) Music Literacy (Music Theory and Acoustics), and (4) 

performance. Upon completion of this course, students take the IB examination, which is graded by a panel of 

international educators. 

 

IB Music HL (IB513)................................................................................................................................. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB503. 

 

This course is a comprehensive and rigorous study of music. The course focuses on five elements of music: (1) 

Western Music (Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and Twentieth Century), (2) World Music (music of 

Indonesia, Andes Mountains, and two cultures of the students’ choice), (3) Music Literacy (Music Theory and 

Acoustics), (4) performance, and (5) composition. Upon completion of this course, students take the IB examination, 

which is graded by a panel of international educators. 

 

AP Music Theory (MU803) ..................................................................................................... ................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Permission of instructor. 

 

This course emphasizes development of listening skills, sight-reading skills (vocal), familiarity with a broad musical 

repertoire, and a basic concept in music theory. The goals of AP Music Theory are to develop informed listeners who 

respond knowledgeably to music and to prepare students for the AP examination. It is strongly recommended that this 

course be taken by students in Grade 10 who plan to study IB Music. 

 

Music Technology (MU550)..................................................................................................... ....................... 0.5 credit 

 

Music Technology is designed to allow students to experience current aspects of music technology and MIDI/digital 

audio recording and mixing. Multiple compositions and projects will be completed throughout the semester that will 

both highlight and integrate musical concepts. 

 

Color Guard (Sem. 1) (MU601)................................................................................................. ..................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Audition and permission of instructor. 

 

This course only occurs during the fall semester. Auditions to participate in the Color Guard are held during the spring 

semester for the following fall. The Color Guard, an integral visual part of the Marching Band, is comprised of silks, 

swing flags, and dancing. The Color Guard performs with the band at football games, pep rallies, exhibitions, parades, 

recruiting clinics throughout the district, and special functions that support the community. 

 

The Color Guard rehearses throughout the summer culminating in a one week, mandatory band camp during August. 

The Color Guard rehearses one period daily with one evening rehearsal scheduled during the marching season. All 

Color Guard members are required to purchase performance shoes, gloves, leotards, and tights. Attendance at all 

rehearsals and performances is mandatory. 

 

 

 

 

Band (MU613) ................................................................................................................ ................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Permission of instructor. 

 

This is a one-year course. There is one band comprised of two components: Marching Band and Concert Band. 

Students are required to participate in both components. 
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The Marching Band takes part in parades, community events, and performances in field shows at football games and 

exhibitions. The Marching Band rehearses throughout the summer, culminating in a one week, mandatory band camp 

during August. Students learn marching basics and performance practices of the modern day corps-style marching 

band. Students are required to purchase marching shoes, gloves, t-shirt, lyre, and a flip folder for their appropriate 

instrument. 

The Concert Band performs at several concerts and community events. Students develop skills, such as proper 

intonation, breath support, tone production, and other issues related to instrumental technique. Literature of modern 

wind ensemble music from Sousa to John Williams is studied and performed with a concentration on contemporary 

works. The band rehearses one period daily with one evening rehearsal scheduled during marching season. Attendance 

at all rehearsal activities and performances is mandatory. 
 

Orchestra (MU623)  .......................................................................................................... ............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Permission of instructor. 

 

Membership in Orchestra is open to any student with previous playing experience on violin, viola, cello, or bass either 

in middle school or high school. Students who select this course comprise the string section of the McCaskey Orchestra. 

Strings rehearse as a string orchestra three days a week and are joined by a complement of winds and percussion on 

alternate days. Emphasis is on skill development and concert repertoire. Literature from all historical periods is 

performed, with an emphasis on full orchestra.  Participation at all rehearsal activities and performances is mandatory. 
 

Mixed Chorus (MU643) ........................................................................................................ .......................... 1.0 credit 

 

Membership in the Mixed Chorus is open to all students at McCaskey who enjoy studying and performing vocal music. 

The Mixed Chorus explores various vocal techniques used in several performing styles of music. These styles include: 

jazz, spirituals, contemporary, Latin American, and sacred. The Mixed Chorus meets five days a week and performs 

in several concerts throughout the year. Participation in all rehearsal activities and performances is mandatory. 
 

Vocal Ensemble (MU653) ...................................................................................................... ......................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Audition and permission of instructor. 

 

The Vocal Ensemble, selected by audition, meets daily to study group vocal technique. The Ensemble studies the 

various styles of vocal production as well as the vocal mechanism. Literature, both sacred and secular, from several 

historical periods, is sung, with emphasis on a major work each semester. The Vocal Ensemble is a touring group that 

presents a concert series throughout the year. Students who are interested in mastering the technique of vocal 

production benefit greatly from participating in this excellent ensemble. Ensemble students are required to purchase 

concert attire. It is mandatory that all members of the Vocal Ensemble participate in all rehearsal activities and 

performances.  Failure to do so is reflected in the final grade. 

 

Chamber Choir (MU663)................................................................................................................................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Audition and permission of instructor. 

 

The Chamber Choir meets three times a week after school to study chamber music. Students are selected by audition. 

The choir studies the various styles of literature, both sacred and secular, from several historical periods. The Chamber 

Choir presents a concert series throughout the year. Students who are interested in mastering the technique of vocal 

production benefit greatly from participating in this excellent ensemble. All members are required to participate in 

choir rehearsals, performances and activities. Failure to do so is reflected in the final grade. Choir students are required 

to purchase concert attire. Participation at all rehearsal activities and performances is mandatory. 

Glee Club (MU673) ........................................................................................................... .............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Audition and permission of instructor. 

 

This is a year-long course which meets five days a week and is open to all McCaskey students. Glee Club members 

are selected by audition and are expected to be part of a rigorous schedule of engagements and concerts throughout the 

year. In this course, students will study inspirational choral music, a variety of singing styles, and composers including 

traditionalists, such as Tommy Dorsey and James Cleveland, as well as contemporary song writers, such as Kirk 
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Franklin, Byron Cage, and Hezekiah Walker. The course reflects no particular faith or denominational practice. 

Participation at all rehearsal activities and performances is mandatory. 

 

 

  PHYSICAL EDUCATION/WELLNESS  
 

 

The Physical Education/Wellness Department offers students an opportunity to complete wellness/fitness credits 

through a variety of options. Courses are scheduled five days a week. Students are involved in activities best suited to 

their fitness goals and individual interests. Students are required to have two credits (2.0) of wellness/fitness for 

graduation. 

Dress Code: White or light gray T-shirt, shorts or sweatpants of any color. Sneakers and socks 
 

Fitness for Life (WF101) ................................................................................................................................. 1.0 credit 

 

This course meets five days a week and is one of two classes that students must pass in order to satisfy their 

wellness/fitness credits for graduation. The main focus of this course is on nutrition and physical fitness, growth and 

development, personal health choices and drug abuse prevention. This course combines physical fitness activities 

with a health and wellness curriculum. 

 

Personal Wellness (WF201) ................................................................................................... ......................... 1.0 credit 

 

This course meets five days a week and is one of two classes that students must pass in order to satisfy their PE/wellness 

credits for graduation. The main focus of this course is on the prevention of tobacco and alcohol abuse, awareness of 

sexually transmitted diseases and AIDS/HIV, personal health, intentional/unintentional injuries, First Aid, and safety 

awareness. This course combines physical fitness activities with a health and wellness curriculum. 

 

IB Sports, Exercise, and Health Science (IB581) ............................................................................. ............. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I; student must be in 11th or 12th grade. 

 

The course incorporates the traditional disciplines of anatomy and physiology, biomechanics, psychology and nutrition, 

which are studied in the context of sport, exercise and health. Students will cover a range of core and option topics and 

carry out practical (experimental) investigations in both laboratory and field settings. This will provide an opportunity 

to acquire the knowledge and understanding necessary to apply scientific principles and critically analyze human 

performance. Where relevant, the course will address issues of internationalism and ethics by considering sport, 

exercise and health relative to the individual and in a global context. 

 

Strength and Conditioning I (WF405)........................................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. The course focuses on strength and conditioning and provides 

training in ways to gain muscle strength, muscle endurance, and cardiovascular endurance. An individualized program 

will be developed by each participant to meet individual fitness goals. Facilities available for this course include the 

classroom, weight room, fitness center, track, and the gym. 

 

 

 

Strength and Conditioning II (WF406) ....................................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF405. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course expands on concepts covered in Strength and 

Conditioning I. Students will design and implement a personal fitness program that is targeted to meet individual goals. 

Facilities available for this course include the classroom, weight room, fitness center, track and the gym. 
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Team Aerobic Activities-Football/Basketball (WF407) ............................................................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course involves instruction and guided activity in football and 

basketball. Student will engage in skill development and intense game play. Emphasis is placed on rules, sportsmanship, 

and cooperative team play. 

 

Advanced Baseball/Conditioning (WF408) ................................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course is designed for the student who demonstrates advanced 

skills in baseball. Topics to be discussed include hitting, pitching, outfield-infield play, and specific drills to improve 

skills. Conditioning is an integral part of this course. All participants are required to have a baseball glove. 
 

Aerobic Training/Stress Management (WF411) .................................................................................. ....... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course is designed for students who wish to participate in 

activities that increase cardio-respiratory fitness. Students will engage in physical activity through movement such as 

high/low impact aerobics. Emphasis is placed on stress management techniques. Goals may include toning muscles, 

developing flexibility, controlling weight, and gaining strength and endurance. 

 

Women's Health and Fitness (WF413) .......................................................................................... ................ 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course can be taken only once for credit. The course consists 

of a study of women's health and current health/fitness issues. Students learn about important problems facing young 

women, especially teenagers. 

 

Advanced Net Games (WF415) .................................................................................................................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course involves instruction and guided activity in volleyball, 

tennis, badminton, pickle ball and ping-pong. Students will engage in skill development and intense game play. 

Emphasis is placed on rules, sportsmanship and cooperative team play. 

 

Women’s Strength and Conditioning/Self Advocacy (WF417) ................................................................... 0 .5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

This one-semester course meets five days a week. This course is designed to provide motivated female students the 

opportunity to learn practical fitness concepts and conditioning techniques used for obtaining optimal physical fitness. 

There will be a classroom component that will take place once a week in the health classroom that will address self- 

advocacy, healthy relationships, leadership skills, and positive self-esteem. 

 

 

 

 

Aquatics/Lifetime Sports (WF500) ............................................................................................ .................... 0.5 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WF101 and WF201. 

 

Students will engage in a variety of swimming activities that will increase their physical/social/emotional wellness 

and provide opportunities for additional interest in aquatics. Lifetime sports will also be incorporated to introduce 

students to the growing number of adult activities available after high school. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES 

 

Adapted Physical Education (WF350) .......................................................................................... ............... 0.5 credit 

 

The adapted physical education class enables students who cannot participate in regular wellness classes the opportunity 

to develop a program that suits their individual needs. A physician must recommend a student for this class. 

 

AM PE Semester 1 (WFAM1) ...................................................................................................................... 0.5 credit  

 

AM PE Semester 2 (WFAM2) .................................................................................................... .................. 0.5 credit 

 

These one-semester courses are offered to students who cannot complete the fitness/wellness credits during the 

regular school day. The class meets before school (period 0) and after school (period 9). The instructor provides a 

variety of activities to meet individual fitness goals. 

 

THEATER ARTS 

Theater Arts, in the Small Learning Community of Arts and Humanities, emphasizes personal growth, artistry, 

continuing education, and career development. Those who study and develop their craft successfully will find that 

theatrical skills apply to many different career choices in professional fields. 

 

Theater I (TA100)............................................................................................................ ................................ 1.0 credit 

 

Theater I is a technique course in movement and voice to help students acquire and hone stage-worthy skills. The 

course will enable students to build confidence by performing for others in group, solo improvisations, and theater 

games. As they progress, students learn to improve voice and posture, to increase concentration and recall, to follow 

stage directions, to relax, to focus energy, and to act spontaneously in given situations. At the end of the year, students 

will perform in a class project of verse, prose, dance, improvisations, or monologue. 

 

Theater II (TA200) .......................................................................................................... .................................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Theatre I. 

 

Theater II introduces students to realistic acting technique and play analysis. Students develop acting skills through 

exercises, improvisations, and scene study from plays studied in class. As part of learning to identify playwright's 

intention, each student will complete an independent play analysis for written and/or oral presentation which explores the 

setting as well as the content of the selected play. Theater II students will expand movement and vocal skills and work 

as a group to master one or more projects to perform at year's end. 

 

Theater III (TA300)............................................................................................................................................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Theatre II. 

 

Theater III exposes students to advanced acting techniques that are universally accepted and of proven value. Students 

will read and analyze plays from many periods in reverse chronology, beginning with the mid-twentieth century and 

culminating in the seventeenth. Besides reading and acting popular period plays, students learn the costumes, manners, 

and historical social backgrounds of each. Students will participate in at least one full play production as actor, director, 

stage manager, or technician. 

 

Stage and Design Production (TA150)............................................................................................. ................. 1.0 credit 

 

This course enables students to perceive, visualize, and realize practical theatre design. Students will have the opportunity 

to participate in a hands-on experience in the art and technique of production. Stage Design and Production students will 

work with the music and performing arts departments to create the sets for the Fall play and Spring musical at JPM and 

Spring play at East. This real life application of classroom knowledge will enhance and broaden students’ design and 

production experience both in the classroom and on the stage. Students will learn technical sound, lighting, design, 
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construction and surface treatment. Within the course students will choose a specific area to become directly involved in 

during the final productions. Each student will have specific production responsibilities and must be available to stay 

after school and evenings during a production in order to pass this course. 

 

Stage and Design Production II (TA160) ..........................................................................................................1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successfully complete TA150 

 

Stage Production II builds on the previous course materials and will introduce students to several different pathways in 

theatrical production. Students will work in design, construction, painting, lighting and sound. Each student will decide 

which area to concentrate on during a production. Level II students will continue work at a higher level and will 

encompass training used by stage managers. 

Requirements: Students should have the ability to stay after school to work on productions. Students must arrange their 

own transportation. 

 

IB Theater (IB251) ........................................................................................................................................ 1.0 credit(w) 
 

IB Theater is open as an elective not only to students pursuing the Honors/IB diploma but also to any student with a 

serious interest in theatre. Although the course includes some performance skills, it equally emphasizes play-reading 

from at least two different cultures, theater history of those cultures, practical play analysis from the director’s point of  

view, and study of production practices – what it takes to produce a play. The student will examine the art and craft of 

theater from all perspectives, in preparation to study academically or to engage in practice as an actor, director, critic, 

stage manager, or producer. As a course requirement, every student must be involved in at least one production. 
 

Movement in Theater (TA550).................................................................................................. ..................... 1.0 credit 

 

This course provides an overview of the dance basics including jazz, ballet, tap, acting, hip-hop, and modern dance. 

Students learn basic terminology in each genre and study specific choreographers and their methods such as Cechetti, 

Fosse, Graham, Pan, Fatima. Students will become familiar with warm-ups, choreography, combinations, barre 

techniques, and across the floor drills specific to each genre. Grades are based upon participation, written exams, and 

practical exams. 

 

  WORLD LANGUAGES  
 

Level I 

 

Level I language courses stress listening and speaking skills, introduces reading comprehension and writing activities, 

and covers basic grammatical concepts and vocabulary. Students will learn how to communicate in simple, everyday 

conversations and become acquainted with the customs and geography of target countries. Depending on the language, 

various themes will be introduced at different times during the three years of language study. Themes for Level I 

usually include the following topics: family, friends, education, leisure activities, and sports. 

 

French I (WLF10) ............................................................................................................ ............................... 1.0 credit 

 

German I (WLG10)......................................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit  

 
Spanish I (WLS10) ........................................................................................................... ............................... 1.0 credit 

 

Level I Honors 

Honors French I (WLF11)...................................................................................................... .................. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation. 

 

Honors German I (WLG11) ..................................................................................................... ................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation. 
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Honors Spanish I (WLS11)....................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation. 

 

Level II 

Level II courses build and expand on language skills acquired in Level I courses. Increased emphasis is placed on 

higher-level reading and writing skills and greater use of grammar concepts and Latin vocabulary. Students are 

expected to express themselves with confidence in creating individual or group projects and skits. Students will 

continue to learn about customs and geography of the target countries. Some themes for Level II are as follows: the 

house/home, daily activities/routines, town, country, stores, shopping, food, eating, and going out. 

 

French II (WLF20).......................................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLF10. 

 

German II (WLG20) ........................................................................................................... ............................ 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLG10. 

 

Spanish II (WLS20)......................................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS10. 

 

Level II Honors 

Honors French II (WLF21) ....................................................................................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLF11 with a grade of C or higher or grade of B in WLF10. 

 

Honors German II (WLG21) ..................................................................................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLG11 with a grade of C or higher or grade of B in WLG10. 

 

Honors Spanish II (WLS21) ..................................................................................................................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of WLS11 with a grade of C or higher or grade of B in WLS10. 

 

Level III 

Level III classes are conducted primarily in the target language with an emphasis on higher order thinking and 

cooperative-learning skills. Students study more complex grammatical structures, including past and future tenses, 

and idiomatic expressions. Readings, compositions, group projects, and research projects using technology give 

students the opportunity to build on already mastered vocabulary and grammatical structures. Some themes for Level 

III are: local, national, and international travel, means of transportation, and health and nutrition. 

Note:  For other advanced Level III courses, refer to IB III offerings on page 63. 

 

French III (WLF30)  ......................................................................................................... ............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLF20. 

 

German III (WLG30)........................................................................................................... ........................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLG20. 

 

Spanish III (WLS30) ......................................................................................................... .............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS20. 

Level III Honors 

 

Honors Spanish III (WLS31)................................................................................................... ................. 1.0 credit(w) 

This course is offered only to students who start WLS21 in Grade 9. 

 

Level IV 
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Level IV courses provide students with opportunities to continue perfecting their oral and written communication skills 

through more varied and complex types of reading and writing assignments, group activities, individual and group 

projects. Specific topics studied during Level IV are based on the themes of groups, leisure, and change 

(social/technological). 

Note: For advanced Level IV courses, refer to IB IV offerings in section three. 

 

French IV (WLF40)............................................................................................................ ............................. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLF30. 

 

German IV (WLG40) ........................................................................................................... ......................... 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLG30. 

 

Spanish IV (WLS40) .......................................................................................................................... ............. 1.0 credit 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS30. 

 

Level V* 

 

AP Spanish V – Language (WLS55) ........................................................................................................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS40 with a grade of C or higher. 

 

AP world language courses will prepare students to demonstrate their level of proficiency across three communicative 

modes: (1) Interpersonal – interactive communication, (2) Interpretive – receptive communication, and (3) 

Presentational – productive communication. Courses will cover the five goal areas as outlined in the Standards for 

Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century – Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and 

Communities. 

 

AP Level V courses are comparable to fifth- and sixth-semester college and university courses – or the equivalent 

courses. Students who perform satisfactorily on an AP world language exam may receive college credits. 

* AP Level V courses are offered only to students who begin Level II or higher in Grade 9. 
 

Level VI 

 

AP Spanish VI – Literature and Culture (WLS65) ................................................................................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS55 with a grade of C or higher. 

 

AP Spanish IV Literature will provide students with knowledge and skills equivalent to that of a third-level college 

course in Peninsular and Latin American literature and will introduce students to a representative body of Peninsular 

and Latin American literary texts. Students who perform satisfactorily on the AP Spanish Literature Exam may receive 

credit for a comparable college-level literature course. 

 

International Baccalaureate 

 

World languages are an integral component of the IB program. At McCaskey, we offer IB Spanish, French, German, 

and Mandarin.  Students are encouraged to participate in a variety of enrichment programs offered at local 

universities, such as world language camps or individual tutoring throughout their language study to ensure success in 

the IB program and on the IB exam. Four language skills – listening, speaking, reading and writing – are developed 

within the context of the themes prescribed in the IB curriculum outline. 

 

IB French III (IB833) ....................................................................................................... .......................  1.0 credit(w) 

IB German III (IB843) ....................................................................................................... .....................  1.0 credit(w) 

IB Spanish III (IB863) ....................................................................... ......................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

 

Level III IB language courses are designed to prepare students for IB Level IV language courses and the subsequent 

IB-Standard Level Language B exam the following year. The themes of communication and media, global issues, and 
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social relations provide the context for communication activities and increased control of grammatical structures and 

vocabulary. 

 

IB French IV (IB835) ..............................................................................................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLF31 or IB833 with a grade of C or higher or a grade of B in WLF30. 

 

IB German IV (IB845) ............................................................................................................................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLG31 or IB843 with a grade of C or higher or a grade of B in WLG30. 

 

IB Spanish IV (IB865) ....................................................................................................... ......................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS31 or IB863 with a grade of C or higher or a grade of B in WLS30. 

 

Level IV IB language courses are designed to prepare students for the IB-Standard Level Language B exam. These 

courses provide students with opportunities to continue perfecting their oral and written communication skills through 

more varied and complex types of reading and writing assignments, group activities, individual and group projects. 

Specific topics studied during Level IV classes are based on the themes of communication and media, global issues 

and social relations. In addition to other IB topics chosen by the teacher. 

 

IB Mandarin V (IB827) ....................................................................................................... ....................  1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB825 with a grade of C or higher. 

IB French V (IB837).......................................................................................................... ........................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB835 with a grade of C or higher. 

IB German V (IB847).......................................................................................................... ...................... 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of IB845 with a grade of C or higher. 

IB Spanish V (IB867) ........................................................................................................ ........................ 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IV. 

 

The Level V IB course is designed to prepare students for the IB-Higher Level Language B exam. This courses provides 

students with opportunities to continue perfecting their oral and written communication skills through more varied and 

complex types of reading and writing assignments, group activities, individual and group projects. The course will also 

include the study of Spanish literature. Specific topics studied during Level V classes are based on the themes of 

communication and media, global issues and social relations in addition to other IB topics chosen by the teacher. 

 

IB Spanish VII A: Language & Literature (IB868) ............................................................................. .. 1.0 credit(w) 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of WLS65 (AP Spanish Literature and Culture) with a grade of C or higher or 

instructor permission. 

This course is for students in their last year of the International Baccalaureate program. The IB Spanish A course take 

the place of a language B course. The course is designed to prepare students for the IB Higher Level Language A exam. 

Successful completion of the exam allows students the opportunity to receive the IB bilingual diploma. This course is 

comprised of four parts – two relate to the study of language and two to the study of literature. The Language A: 

Language and Literature course aims to develop in students skills of textual analysis and the understanding that texts, 

both literary and non-literary, can be seen as autonomous yet simultaneously related to culturally determined reading 

practices. The entire course, including novels studied, will be in Spanish. A high level of fluency in Spanish is required. 
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Electro-Mechanical Engineering Technology 

Advanced Manufacturing Center 

 Design, invent, and develop a vast array of electro-mechanical simulations for a dynamic experience. 

 Interactive lab provides an opportunity to use robotics, hydraulic-pneumatic, and electrical technology systems. 

 Analyze, diagnose, maintain, and repair electro-mechanical systems. 

 

Precision Metal Working 

 Apply technical knowledge and skills in a variety of metalworking occupations with emphasis on machining trades. 

 Instruction includes welding and cutting processes. 

 Setup and operation machining equipment including CNC machines and manual lathes. 

 

Sheet Metal Technology 

 Create and fabricate custom metal work. 

 Build and troubleshoot advanced sheet metal systems. 

 Operate state of the art metal-shaping equipment. 

 

Welding Technology 

 Perform a wide range of welding processes using advanced welding techniques. 

 Assemble and fabricate specialized metal products. 

 Practice welds needed for weld certification, use modern power tools/equipment, and interpret fabrication blueprints. 

 

Agri-Science Center 
 

Animal Production Science & Technology 

 Explore the care, management, evaluation, treatment and marketing of agricultural production animals such as beef, dairy, swine, 

poultry, sheep, goats, and horses. 

 Experience the passion of working with animals in a variety of farm settings. 

 Interact with experts in the field through job shadowing, clinical experience, co-op opportunities, and FFA membership. 

 

Veterinary Assistant 

 Experience the reward of caring for animals in a clinical setting. 

 Practice customer service and professional ethics when interacting with patients, clients and coworkers. 

 Actively participate in live surgical clinic weekly as part of a professional veterinary team. 

 

Cluster Programs 
 

Construction Cluster 

 Experience the basic construction trades. 

 Operate professional hand and power tools. 

 Perform basic carpentry, masonry, plumbing, and electrical skills, plus! 

 

Culinary Cluster 

 Create desserts from traditional recipes such as cookies and cheesecakes to pastries with artistic presentation. 

 Experience the latest trends in food preparation such as Asian Cuisine, Barbecue, and Vegetarian dishes as well as traditional 

cuisine. 

 Plan, prepare, and serve meals for special events. 

 

 

Health Care Cluster 

 Perform a wide range of medical skills in various healthcare careers. 

 Use medical equipment in exploring the human body. 

 Practice ethical standard, confidentiality, leadership and professionalism when interacting with patients, clients, and co-workers. 

 

Manufacturing Cluster 

 Fabricate and build custom metal projects. 

 Operate the same welding and cutting equipment as industry professionals. 

 Design, invent and develop electrical and robotic systems. 
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Transportation Cluster 

 Develop the skills to diagnose and troubleshoot today’s hi-tech vehicles and equipment. 

 Explore and experience the operating systems and repair procedures for a wide range of vehicles. 

 Interact with Trade Professionals from Transportation Industry. 

 

Visual Communications Cluster 

 Experience drawing, computer graphics, and photography to deliver powerful visual arts. 

 Capture photographs with current digital cameras. 

 Create and design reproductions utilizing the same hardware and design software as professional graphic artists and commercial 

printers. 
 

 

 
Intro to Health Careers 

College Prep 

 Shadow health care professions in a variety of clinical settings to observe patient care. 

 Practice ethical standard, confidentiality, leadership, and professionalism when interacting with patients, clients, and coworkers. 

 Develop student interest in a healthcare profession by using a college-level curriculum. 

 

Construction Technologies Center 
 

Architectural CAD/Design 

 Work with experienced home and building designers. 

 Create, design and produce complex working drawings from conception to completion. 

 Use advanced state of the art software and hardware identical to what professional architects and engineers use. 

 

Cabinetmaking & Wood Technology 

 Manufacture custom furniture, cabinetry and millwork. 

 Operate state-of-the-art industrial machinery, computer controlled equipment, hand and power tools. 

 Earn valuable industry certifications in safety, tools, and equipment operations. 

 

Commercial Construction/Management 

 Construct building projects from site prep and layout, to roofing and finish work. 

 Operate the latest industry tools and equipment, including hand and power tools, excavation equipment, and safety gear. 

 Develop valuable industry certifications in safety, tools, and equipment operations as well as apprenticeship. 

 

Electrical Construction Technology 

 Experience – Interact with electrical industry experts. 

 Outcome – Develop skills and knowledge needed to build electrical systems. 

 Bottom Line – Design and construct electrical systems in homes and businesses. 

 

Heavy Equipment Operation & Basic Maintenance 

 Operate, trouble-shoot, and maintain heavy equipment. 

 Interpret blueprints and site plans for site development. 

 Collaborate and perform heavy equipment related activities in a team setting. 

 

 

 

HVAC/R 

 Work side by side with experienced HVAC industry professionals. 

 Analyze and upgrade climate control systems to the ever changing HVAC field. 

 Install, maintain and repair air conditioning and heating equipment. 

 

Masonry 

 Develop practical masonry skills through lab practice and actual construction projects in the community. 

 Attain the knowledge required to advance in the workforce. 

 Participate in an employability program enabling job procurement, retention, and career satisfaction. 
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Painting, Ceramic Tile & Vinyl 

 Apply professional painting skills to provide property upgrades. 

 Install ceramic tile and vinyl flooring utilizing professional hand and power tools. 

 Operate various types of “state of the art” spray equipment. 

 

Plumbing 

 Experience – Interact with plumbing industry experts. 

 Outcome – Perform plumbing systems installation in homes and businesses. 

 Bottom Line – Interpret and construct plumbing systems in homes and businesses. 

 

Residential Carpentry 

 Experience the construction of a new home using green technology. 

 Develop the skills and knowledge needed to interpret and construct current building systems. 

 Operate a wide range of hand, power, and air tools. 

 

Consumer Services Center 
 

Cosmetology 

 Interact with professional cosmetologist to develop the skills needed in preparation for state licensing exam and continuing 

education. 

 Express individual creativity by providing a wide range of hair, nail and skin care experiences. 

 Experience and manage professional full service interactive salon environment. 

 

Early Childhood Education 

 Explore the early childhood profession by interacting with infants, toddlers, preschoolers and elementary school children in our 

modern daycare center. 

 Create a professional portfolio for college and careers in early childhood education. 

 Design, develop, and deliver early learning activities. 

 

Culinary Arts Center 
 

Baking & Pastry Arts 

 Work in a state of the art facility with professional pastry chefs. 

 Combine creativity and skills to design specialty cakes and pastries. 

 Produce baked goods and plated desserts for our restaurant, store, and catering events. 

 

Culinary Arts/Chef 

 Plan, prepare and serve meals for upscale catered events and casual to fine dining restaurant service. 

 Work side by side with professional chefs starting in the school kitchens and moving into professional placements. 

 Prepare for job opportunities locally, abroad, and in exotic locations in the diverse culinary and hospitality industry. 

 

Event Planning & Tourism Services Management 

 Deliver superior customer service to hotel and event guests. 

 Team with industry professionals to plan and assemble upscale events and experiences. 

 Design promotional flyers and presentations. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clinical Care Assistant 

 

Health Care Center 

 Be a driving force on a professional healthcare team delivering high quality patient care. 

 Deliver basic patient care and perform therapeutic and diagnostic procedures in a hospital setting, physician office or home health 

agency. 

 Practice ethical standards, confidentiality, and professionalism when interacting with patients, clients, co-workers. 

 

Dental Assistant 

 Experience the satisfaction of providing high quality patient care in a team oriented modern dental office environment. 
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 Perform a wide variety of dental office duties with other dental professionals that include taking x-rays, mixing materials, passing 

instruments, sterilization and receptionist duties. 

 Work alongside other dental professionals to ensure patients receive the highest quality dental care. 

 

Medical Administrative Assistant 

 Perform computerized medical office operations in scheduling, billing, and medical records. 

 Be a driving force on a professional healthcare team by delivering high quality customer service while performing clerical and other 

administrative duties in medical centers, physician offices, and hospitals. 

 Practice ethical standards, confidentiality, and professionalism when interacting with patients, coworkers, and other medical 

professionals. 

 

Medical Assistant 

 Apply advanced diagnostic procedures to patient care such as phlebotomy and pharmacology; assist in minor office surgeries. 

 Participate in a 7 week medical assistant externship in a medical facility. 

 Be a driving force on a professional healthcare team delivering high quality patient care. 

 

Nursing Assistant/Home Health Aide 

 Experience the passion of providing high quality patient care in a long term care facility and private home setting. 

 Perform a wide range of basic nursing skills, personal care skills, and enhanced dining experiences in a classroom & real world 

setting. 

 Work with various healthcare team members in providing direct patient care. 

 

Sports Medicine/Rehabilitation Technician 

 Motivate students to continue their education in fields such as athletic training, physical therapy, occupational therapy, sports 

medicine and other related fields. 

 Perform a wide variety of duties with other professionals to aid in the successful treatment of patients. 

 Strive to be a driving force on a professional healthcare team to deliver high-quality patient care. 
 

 

 
Computer System Technology 

Information Technology Center 

 Build, upgrade, maintain and repair desktop and laptop computers. 

 Design, install, and troubleshoot computer network configurations. 

 Perform custom work for clients:  individuals, schools, and businesses. 
 

Protective Services Academy 
 

Protective Services Academy 

 Experience the thrill and pride of saving lives and protecting your community. 

 Use latest technology and equipment available by operating fire engines, ambulances, computer crime scene mapping system, 

Segways, and more! 

 Engage in lifesaving emergency medical treatment, firefighting/rescue techniques, and law enforcement operations. 

 

Transportation Technologies Center 
 

Automotive Mechanics 

 Work on today’s high tech vehicle’s electronic, computerized, and mechanical systems. 

 Develop the skills to be successful in a constantly changing automotive industry. 

 Analyze, diagnose, maintain, and repair basic and advanced automotive systems. 

Automotive Technology 

 Work side by side with experienced Automotive Technicians. 

 Experience the thrill of diagnosing today’s vehicles complex computer programs and mechanical systems. 

 Develop the skills needed to become a part of the Automotive Technology Team! 

 

Collision Repair 

 Perform necessary processes using state-of-the-art welding, refinishing, and painting equipment. 

 Diagnose damage and estimate repairs to frame, unibody, and suspension. 

 Experience the thrill of repairing real vehicles to a pre-accident condition. 
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Diesel Equipment Technology 

 Use the same advanced diagnostic equipment and repair equipment as master technicians to troubleshoot and repair commercial 

vehicle systems. 

 Perform preventative maintenance and inspection on medium and heavy duty trucks. 

 Maintain and operate today’s high tech vehicle’s computer systems. 

 

RV Outdoor Power Equipment 

 Diagnose, maintain and repair a wide range of lawn and garden tractors and equipment from motorcycles to ATVs. 

 Use same advanced diagnostic and repair equipment as a master technician uses to troubleshoot complex systems. 

 Work on any outdoor power equipment and recreational vehicle in a rapidly changing industry using a full systems approach. 
 

Visual Communications Center 
 

Commercial Art 

 Work directly with Advertising and Design Professionals. 

 Experience the same hardware/software as professional illustrators, graphic designers, and art directors. 

 Create high-impact art using traditional drawing tools and pro apps for advertising and marketing materials. 

 

Digital Design/Print Media 

 Work side by side with graphics industry professionals. 

 Create projects and art works on state of the art equipment. 

 Design printing works using various techniques. 

 

Photography & Digital Imaging 

 Shoot photos like a professional photographer. 

 Creatively enhance photos with Adobe Photoshop. 

 Work side by side with established industry professionals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

APPROVED NCAA COURSES AT MCCASKEY HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS 
 

ENGLISH MATHEMATICS SCIENCE MATH SOCIAL STUDIES WORLD LANGUAGES 

COMMUNICATION ARTS 9 

HONORS LANGUAGE & 

COMPOSITION 

COMMUNICATION ARTS 

10 
COMMUNICATION ARTS 

11 

COMMUNCIATION ARTS 

12 

AP LANGUAGE & COMP 

AP LITERATURE & 

COMP 

IB LANGUAGE A HL YR 1 

IB LANGUAGE A HL YR 2 

ALGEBRA 1A & 1B 

ALGEBRA 1 

HONORS ALGEBRA 

GEOMETRY 

HONORS 

GEOMETRY 

ADVANCED 

ALGEBRA 

HONORS 

ADVANCED 

ALGEBRA 

FINANCIAL 

ALGEBRA 

HONORS 

FINANCIAL 

ALGEBRA 

BIOLOGY 

CHEMISTRY 

AP BIOLOGY 

AP CHEMISTRY 

AP ENVIRON- 

MENTAL 

SCIENCE 

AP PHYSICS 

BIOLOGY II A 

FOUNDATIONS 

OF SCIENCE 

HONORS 

CHEMISTRY 

HONORS 

FOUNDATION 

OF SCIENCE 

IB BIOLOGY SL 

IB BIOLOGY HL 

IB CHEMISTRY SL 

IB CHEMISTRY 

HL 
IB DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY 

IB PHYSICS SL 

IB PHYSICS HL 

PHYSICS 

AP CALCULUS 

AB 

AP CALCULUS 

BC 

AP STATIST- 

ICS 

IB MATH 

STUDIES SL 

IB MATHE- 

MATICS SL 

PRE-CALC- 

ULUS 

STATISTICS 

AP EUROPEAN HISTORY AP 

US GOVT AND POLITICS AP 

US HISTORY 

AP WORLD HISTORY 

CIVICS AND GOVT 

HONORS MODERN US 

HISTORY 
IB 20TH CENTURY TOPICS 

SL AND HL Y2 

IB ECONOMICS SL 

IB HISTORY OF EUROPE HL 

Y1 

IB HISTORY OF THE 

AMERICAS HL Y1 

IB PSYCHOLOGY SL 

IB WORLD RELIGIONS SL 

INTRO TO ECONOMICS 

INTRO TO PSYCHOLOGY 

INTRO TO SOCIOLOGY 

MODERN US HISTORY 

WORLD CULTURES 

AP SPANISH 5 - 

LANGUAGE 

AP SPANISH 6 - LIT AND 

CULTURE 

FRENCH 1-4 

GERMAN 1-4 

HONORS FRENCH 1 & 2 

HONORS GERMAN 1-3 
HONORS MANDARIN 3 

HONORS MANDARIN 

CHINESE 1 

HONORS MANDARIN 

CHINESE 2 

HONORS SPANISH 1-3 

IB FRENCH 3-5 
IB GERMAN 3-5IB 

MANDARIN 4 

IB MANDARIN 5 

IB SPANISH 3-5 
IB SPANISH 7 A - LANG 

AND LIT 

LATIN 1-4 

LATIN/AP 

SPANISH 1-4 
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McCaskey's Graduation Worksheet: A Specific Set of 24 Credits 

Below are McCaskey’s graduation requirements and a grid to help you plan your progress toward graduation. 

Please fill in the courses you have taken, your grades, and the number of credits per course. Go over your plans with you counselor. 
 

Course Name Grade Credit Course Name Grade Credit 

Communication Arts: 4 credits required Science: 3 credits required 

      

      

      

      

      

   Social Studies: 3 credits required 

Mathematics: 4 credits required    

      

      

      

      

   World Language: 2 credits required * 

      

Wellness/Fitness: 2 credits required    

      

      

   Electives: 5.5 credits required 

      

      

      

Art or Music: 0.5 credit required    

      

      

      

*World Language requirements are waived for students completing a vocational training during their high school years. These students are then required to have 7.5 electives to graduate. 
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COURSE SELECTION REQUEST 

J.P. McCaskey High School Campus 
 

Name: Student Number: SLC:   

 

The job(s) or career(s) I hope to pursue in the future is/are:   _ 

After I graduate from high school, I plan to:  Check off any of the options below you are considering right now. 

   attend four-year college  attend one year of vocational/technical training  work and get training on the job 
   attend two-year college or trade school  join the military for their training  work for a little time and then go to college 

 
 

Period 

Courses This Year: Courses for Next Year: 

Course Name 
Course 

Number 

Expect to 

Pass? Yes/No 
Course Name 

Course 

Number 
Credits 

1 
      

2 
      

3 
      

4 
      

5 
      

6 
      

7 
      

8 
      

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date: Student Signature: Date:    
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Return this page, signed by your parent or guardian, to your counselor by:    

 

 

Original Course Request 

(rewrite below from reverse page) 

 

First Alternate Course 

 

Second Alternate Course 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Please note: There is no guarantee of first or alternate choices. Counselors and schedulers will make every effort to accommodate your 

requests. 
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