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Student Camera Use During Remote Learning 
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I. Purpose -  
This document provides additional guidance on student camera use during remote 
learning. Previous communication about student use of cameras suggested giving 
students choice; however, in response to district participation and engagement data, 
the following guidance must be followed:  

A. For attendance and participation purposes, students must have video cameras 
on. Students will be expected to show their faces for attendance roll call during 
synchronous lessons. 

B. When asked, students will show faces on Zoom to encourage active 
participation. 

C. Students can use a virtual background, which protects students’ privacy. An 
SDoL background will be available for student use. 

D. Special considerations for modifying the expectation of camera use will be at 
the discretion of the teacher.  

E. In cases where it is deemed excused based on a student’s Individualized 
Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan, exceptions will be made.  

 
II. Encourage Student Camera Use - 

The following actions are intended to help encourage students to use cameras: 
 

A. Class participation is part of the classroom grade students earn. Camera use 
should be reflected in the class participation grade. Participation grade should 
be reflected as no more than 10% of a final marking period grade.  

B. Teacher has 1:1 conference with student 
C. Teacher contacts parent 
D. Initiate the building behavior flow if you need behavior support 

 
III. Student Engagement - 

The use of cameras does not equate to student engagement. Considerations and 
strategies to increase student participation and engagement should be used: 

A. Plan camera breaks to reduce Zoom fatigue 
B. Integrate opportunities for student choice  
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C. Use video-optional strategies. Find ways to build in breaks with the camera off, 
for example, asking students to work independently off-camera and then return 
to small group or whole-class work with active participation. 

D. Use engagement strategies and total participation techniques like the use of 
polls, non-verbal cues such as thumbs up or Yes/No, questions in the chat, 
and other ways to check student engagement. 

IV. Persuading Reluctant Students to Turn on Their Cameras- 
In this Edutopia article, Boston teacher Liz Byron Loya emphasizes building 
community over monitoring compliance. This article lists ways to persuade more 
students to show their faces: 

A. Build trusting relationships. This applies teacher-to-student and 
student-to-student. “Students who know they are safe and cared for by their 
community will be more comfortable having their cameras on,” she says. 

B. Survey students. Give them the opportunity, one-on-one or in a Google form, 
to say what’s inhibiting them from being on camera during classes – and what 
would make them more comfortable. 

C. Use icebreakers. For example, what’s the biggest yellow thing in your house 
that you can safely bring to the camera? Loya also suggests the YouTube 
videos Within Reach and Pass the Pen. 

D. Play games. One that works well in a remote setting is Rock-Paper-Scissors; 
so do Pictionary and Charades. See 25 Games to Play on Zoom. 

E. Use visual votes. Check for understanding of a concept or topic with a thumbs 
up or down or Fist of Five. 

F. Encourage student leaders to be on camera. Those with a high level of social 
capital may encourage others. You can identify those students by polling the 
class on which three classmates they’d most like to be in a breakout room 
with, or join in a group project. 

G. Show empathy. Share times when you, the teacher, haven’t wanted to use 
your camera, and talk about how you prepare yourself for synchronous 
classes, even when you’re not in the mood. “If you’re self-conscious about 
looking prepared or about multitasking while on camera,” says Loya, “talk 
about it. Sharing will bring out your humanness.” 

H. Greet students. It’s a good idea to arrive at classes five minutes early and 
greet students individually as you admit them, perhaps checking in about 
camera use. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaOrQYGwE0mNcq5ICW4Z3Nr2NWHjIdPSCqkJQ-nAOsk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaOrQYGwE0mNcq5ICW4Z3Nr2NWHjIdPSCqkJQ-nAOsk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YaOrQYGwE0mNcq5ICW4Z3Nr2NWHjIdPSCqkJQ-nAOsk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YL_gZDaNclY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4VJ0btsBcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oMCTUAd5b3c
https://questioninganddiscussionforteaching.wordpress.com/fist-to-five-or-thumb-o-meter/


 

I. Use the “Ask to Start Video” option. As the host, teachers can click on a 
student’s black screen, then click the horizontal “…” and select “Ask to Start 
Video.” You can also send a private message via Chat encouraging students 
to turn their cameras on. 

J. Encourage virtual backgrounds. This is important for students who are 
self-conscious about what’s in the background in their homes. 

K. Provide no-face camera options. Some students are very self-conscious 
showing their faces, and might be given the option of showing something else 
to “dip their toe” into using their camera. 

L. Use activities where being visible is a criterion. Perhaps a relevant element in 
a rubric involves being seen, and if it’s known up front, students might be 
comfortable turning on their camera. “To avoid forced compliance,” Loya 
suggests, “consider providing options for students to create their own rubric 
based on the objective.” 

M. Provide a video alternative. The option of submitting a pre-recorded video 
demonstrating mastery of a skill or concept gives students more control over 
how they are seen, and can be kept private to the teacher. Students might also 
use TikTok, Vimeo, a private YouTube channel, or Instagram. 
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